8 N We \ 
3 Q — 0 W 


% 


OO 


—. 


2 
FAX 


| 


1 


[| 


LY -_ 
= 
7 


| 


* 


* 
/ 


70 
Al 
* 67 


* 
5 
11 


0 


—— 


— vn 
TW 


4 mW” 


W = _ 


8 N We \ 
3 Q — 0 W 


% 


OO 


—. 


2 
FAX 


| 


1 


[| 


LY -_ 
= 
7 


| 


* 


* 
/ 


70 
Al 
* 67 


* 
5 
11 


0 


—— 


— vn 
TW 


4 mW” 


W = _ 


5 R. Al J E or HE L L 


C 
ide OVERY of the 1 World, 


*4; 


b n cnarnrIxG. 
The ADpVAN TAGES of that PLACE, 
WITH REGARD o ITs Þ-- 
| SarvariON, Anriquiry, and DURATION, 
| 1 
particular Account of its . 
their Dreſſes, Cuſtoms, Manners, Occu- 
pations and Diverſions 
fe IN WHICH ARE INCLUDED THE. | 
5 Laus, Conſtitation and Goverament 2 HEIL, 


* 


: * 


"| + es 
— > 


1 


F * OTES Hiſtorical and Critical to ae the 
4b who . 


12 
» 
K 
* 


LN * 0 orn. 


— — — 


— 


VOLUME THE FIRST. 


= «ſt. 


4 1 


* 
— = 


34 


 Tronfleted from the = 4 b N c H. 


* „ CY —_— then. 8 
— EI * 


— * 


8 MY sox, To PLUTO'S REGIONS GO, 
AND. MEST THY FALYERIN THE RALMABELOW: 


Ip» ; A N 6 / 25 — he. * | VIRGIL, 


* 1 


LONDON: 


1 
14 


r 


{8X 307 22 . 0 


ee T2 


# 


ALL PEOPLE OF WIT. 


GENTLEMEN and Lapis, 
MH „ O whom can I better dedicate 
T A my work, than to perſons who 
ks # are in a condition to know the 
value of it? It was this which made me 
preſent it to you, as its title, truly ſin- 
gular, might prejadice certain readers 
againſt ir, who commonly judge of things 
but by their appearance. As you are 
not of this number, it is at your tribu- 
nal, whofe impartiality- and underſtand! 
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iv DEDICATION. 
ing | am acquainted with, I lay this book, 
abandoning it to your judicious criticiſm: 
and I declare, that I ſubmit myſelf, be- 


forehand, to the judgment you ſhall paſs 
upon it, u hen you have taken the trou- 


dle to peruſe it. 


— 


Tu E ſame impartiality makes me here 
ſuppreſs the encomiums which are due 
to you, and which another would not 
fail to be laviſh of. This ſhould be, in 
effect, the place for praiſing the judg- 
ment, equity, and good taſte which you 
always make appear in all the things for 
which you declare yourſelves: but I am 
afraid that the abuſe which the moſt part 
of writers make of panegyrics in their 
dedicatory epiſtles will make minebeſuſ- 
pected, and that they will reproach me 
with endeavouring to ſurprize, by this 
charm, your integrity, ia fayour of the 


DEDICATION, v 
work which I have the honour to pre- 
fent to you; but this is far from my mind. 
Every author, who would be well recei- 
ved by the public, ought to carry his re- 

commendation along with him; for he i 
who is a ſtranger to that is moſt com- - 
monly ſuſpected. 
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Do this book then only the honour to 
read it, with all the attention-and reflexi-- 
on which the importance of the ſubject . 
it treats of requires; that is all the fa- 
vour | here aſk for it. I give you full 
liberty with regard to the judgment you 
will be pleaſed to paſs upon it, which, I. 
hope, will be favourable, in return for 
the pains which I have taken to render 
it agreeable to-you. . If it happens that, 
contrary to my intention, and notwith- 
ſtanding all. my efforts, 1 have not ſuc- 
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ceeded, it will be but loſt time for both 
you and me; for which I ſhall not be 
with leſs eſteem and reſpect, 


GENTLEMEN and LADIES, 


Your moſt humble, and very 


affectionate ſeryant #XX##, 
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= * EAI villain! LY wicked, impi- 
„o . ous, curſed atheiſt —To 
As Xx the flames, to the flames, to 
1 the. flames! To make a pauegyric 


« upon hell — Juſt heavens! What ter- 
«ible libertiniſm of mind! What un- 
2 heard of boldneſs! What terrible i im- 
« piety Io the flawes, to the flames, 
« to the flames, with the deteſtable 
e book, and its abominable author !—He 
is ſurely fome devil who has eſcaped 
« from hell, to come and ſeduce his 
_ ««. readers here, and to break the only 
40 chain, which keeps as well the good 
as the bad in the paths of virtue, — 
Vol. 1 BE 
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« To the flames, to the amen to he | 
flames, to the . 

On gentlemen!— for heaven's ſake! 

| —gentlemen—deign to grant me one 

' moment's hearing! The greateſt cri 
minals are not refuſed that. : 
 «« A moment's hearing to theſtake, 
© to the ſtake, io the ſtake, with all the 
4+: devils of that hell thou art going to, 
* wretched, a Ow curſed 
t uriter! 

For heaven's fake, pemfomen, 8 | 
rate 2 little the violent tranſports Which 
agitate you, and ſupport a little better, 
than you now do, the honour of 0 88 
character. 5 5 
Wu ar! you, who 3 to 

be thus enraged!—Earaged, did I fay? 
Why you are in ſuch a paſſion againſt 
me, that it would make me tremble for 3 
my life, if it n hands. Lou | 


— 
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peak bur of flames and flakes, to whic" 
your charity piouſly condemns me. And 
for what, pray, are you ſo caraged ?— 


| Why, becauſe a title has not the good 


fortune to pleaſe you! Nevertheleſs, 
the matter upon which the book, which 
J here preſent to you, treats, is your 


deareſt delight, and, as you yourſelves 


confeſs, the ſubject of your moſt ſerious 
and ſacred meditations. You are lo ta- 


ken up with it, that you have it con- 


tinually in your mouths, eſpecially when 
you interfere in judging your neigh- 
bour. From whence then can come 
this ſtrange tranſport againſt me? In 
reality, if I had not known you long 


face, I ſhould have cried out, in the . 
juſt aſtoniſhment which your fary Wg 


in chang w_ the French ſatiriſt, 
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Can ſo mack f pite in ſacred re- 


; fide: 2* 


to the 


Ax, well, to the lake be it fo. 
—1 conſent to be condemned to t, 
vith the book, which ſtirs up. your pĩi- 
ous wrath ſo much, if we deſerve „ 
but, at leaſt, before you come to this 
barbarous « extremity, let us examine this 
affair a little, if you pleaſe; and, as juſ- 
tice and equity allow not people to be 


condemned without hearing them, let 


us ſee a little if Lam as guilty as you 


imagide. 3 


Judge not by appearance, even your 
: foes, 


For nought's more deceitful than out- 


ward ſhows: 255 


* Bolleau's {a Canto 1 i. | 


„ Tothe fake, tothe Nake, to the ſtake, | 
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This book's a proof. Read EO "W- 
quickly find, 

If with fincericy, will change. cor 


mind. 


WIE regard to the title which it | 
bears, which undoubtedly has ſtirred & '. 
you up againſt me, I confeſs it is ſingu- | 
lar. I even own that it was that ſingu- 
| krity which made me chuſe it, the bet- 
ter to excite the curioſity of readers, 
and to engage them to read this ſmall 
Vork, which is nothing the worſe for 
the bad idea you have formed to your- 
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| ſelves of it. As to the ſubject of which 
It treats, you yourſelves will agree, that * 
: it is the moſt intereſting; and when 


you have read it, you will confeſs, that 

it is done in a manner very proper to 

produce the good effect which the au- 355 

: thor propoſes to himſelf by it, that | is, 
Be: 15 
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the reformation of manners. Perhaps 
you are going again to exclaim againſt, 
what I advance: but for heaven's ſake 
continue to hear me, and you ſhall then 
jndge if J am in the wrong or not. 

| Moxariry is one of thoſe drugs, 
which, by the too frequent uſe that has 
been made of it for above fix thouſand 
yezrs, is become almoſt quite inſipid to 
men. Nevertheleſs, itisa remedy which 
they cannot altogether be without. But 
what means can there be found out to 
make them ſwallow this wholeſome pill ? 
Preſent it to them with all its harſhneſs, 
and as the philoſophers have deſcribed 
it; they hate it, and will not ſo much 
as hear it mentioned. Ornament it as. 
our ableſt preachers do, with the moſt 
ſplendid flowers of rhetoric, and it has 
no other effect but to make them fall 
into as ſound a ſleep as the moſt ſopori- 
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" fie opium. What is then to be done in 

this troubleſome extremity ? Take the 
method the moſt experienced phyficians 
make uſe of when they want their pa- 
_ tients to take fome medicine, which is 
not very agreeable; which is, to gild 
the pill, roll it in. fugar, or incloſe it in 
ſome fweetmeats, which, being eaſily 
ſ\wajlowed, has its deſired effect. It is 


thus that men of wit hate done in all 
ages to render themſelves uſeful to man- 


kind. Some, knowing that moral truths 
plainly adminiſtered do but diſcourage, 
or, at molt, glide but foftly over their 
minds, have preſented them as parables 
and fables; others have diſguiſed them 
under the figure of ſtories: this writer 
has conveyed them by ſatire; that by 


comedy; one has diſplayed them under 


_ the ſhape of allegories, another by ro- 
ee; and, in ſhort, every one by his 
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different and curious method, has had 9 
the effect which he propoſed. _ 


_ FoLLowinG their example, the au- 
thor of this work has taken a new me- 
thod, which was in faſhion in his time, 
and has ſucceeded. Panegyrics were 
| then the taſte, as romances are at pre- 
ſent, and were made on the meereſt tri- 
fles; he therefore has made uſe of this 
mode to diſplay to his contemporaries 
the moſt ſerious and intereſting truths, 
and has happily given them, by this in- | 
genious artifice, a better reliſh than they 
could have had from a grave or pedan- 
tick ſtrain, In ſhort, the picture of 
hell, with all its different puniſhments. 
has been ſo long diſplayed to us, that | 
we now do not ſo much as take the 
trouble to look at it; eſpecially as the 
moſt ignorant of our churchmen, in or- 
der to carry eyery point they pleaſe. 
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throughout the Chriſtian world, | have 


made a perfect bugbear of it. But to. 


repreſent it under a charming appear- 


ance, at the ſirſt glance at leaſt, is ſuch : 
a novelty, that it cannot fail of having 


a good effect upon the buman heart, 
were it only for the- oddity of the con- 
trivance. 


TRE is ſtill one thing, gentlemen, 
that I have to tell you concerning this 


Vork, which is; that I am but the tranſ- 


lator of it; the author, who was a man 


of great genius, as you will fee by the 


reading of his book, having been dead 


more than a hundred years. Moreover, 


you will ſee by this how much you have 


been to blame, and how much more 
you would have been ſo, if you had 
continued your uſeleſs exclamations a- 
gainſt a mortal, whom the irrevocable 
laws of nature have put out of your 
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ſo fruitleſs a manner, both before and 


wh after his death, rather than endeayour : 
to blaſt the memory of a man, through 


a falſe zeal, who has left ſuch excellent 
inſtructions to poſterity, Would you 


do a thing which would be infinitely 
more glorious and uſeful to yourſelves, ' 
profit by a work which has coſt him a 


great a deal more labour and time than 


you can ſpend in criticiſing on it, or en- 
claiming againſt him, which he muſt 


doubtleſs laugh at in his grave. 


Bur I have a better opinion of you, 
and it is for that reaſon I intreat you 


to read this- work, which, properly 
ſpeaking, is a juſt deſcription of man- 


reach. Give a truce to rancour then, 7 
and admire the vivacity, ſteadineſs of 
argument, and fruitfulneſs of imagina - 
tion, with which he has treated in this 
book, a ſubject handled ſo often, and in 
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Kind ſince the creation, You will ſce 
therein all the defects, exceſſes, vices 
and follies, i into which they have run at 
all times, on one ſide, The author for 
this purpoſe has cauſed all the great 
= perſonages which have ever been pro- 
duced to pals before your eyes, as it 
were in review, all whoſe pretended _ 
' greatneſs you will own is brought to 
the lowelt pitch of real meanneſs, You 
will be informed, on the other hand, 
wherein true glory, real virtue, and the 
true bleſſings, which alone can make a : 
man truly great, worthy, and happy, | 
_ conſiſt. In ſhort, you will here ſee a 
picture of the world as it is, and as it al- 
ways has been, to the true philoſo- | 
Pher; that is, the real rational man. | — 
CaxpID reader, it is not poſſible | 
you can avoid feeling a valt pleaſure in . 
beholding ſo extenſive, ſo agreeable, and 
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0 variegated a picture, though you. be 
ever ſo little a philoſopher i in your own I 
writings. It ſtill would be a greater 
impoſſibility for you not to draw the 
conſequences which the author has in 
| his view from it, and which naturally 
follow from theſe i ingenious and agreea- 


ble pictures; that is, the change and re- 


formation of manners. If you are in 
this diſpoſition, as I a myſelf 
you are, x 
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Taz EXORDIUM. 


The origin of panegyries. The 1 


ok the author in this work. His de- 
claration concerning it: 


INC E the famous Erafo mus, 
* of learned and ſatirical me- 
mory, thought fit to write, in 


| . e was one of the mol learned , 
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3 THE PRAISE. 55 
Fol Lr, a work dictated by reaſon, a” 


185 compoſed by eloquence, ſeveral. other 


and greateſt geniuſes, that ever has, or per - . 
| haps ever will appear. He was born at Rot- 


terdam, on the 28th'day of October, 1467, and 


died at Baſle in Switzerland, on tbe 12th day 


of July, 1536, where he had been rector of the 


academy. Never was a learned man more re- 
ſpected by the ſovereigns of Europe, who all 
. endeavoured to draw him into their kingdoms, 


Charles V. Henry VII. king of England, Fran- 
cis I. king of France, and the popes Leo X. Ad 


rian VI. and Paul III, ſtrove who ſhould ſhew 
the higheſt eſteem for him, by the kind offers 
which they made him; even to ſuch a degree, 
that the two laſt wanted to place him in the 


number of the cardinals. But he rejected all | 
their generous offers, having no other ambiti · 
on or paſſion but for ſtudy, in which he made 


5 aſtoniſhing progreſs. He was endowed with a 8 
prodigious memory, a furprizing eaſineſs in 
_ writing, and wrote with elegance and clearneſs. 


We are chiefly indebted to him for the re-eſta- | | 


-  bliſkmentofpolite learning in Europe, for good 
editions of the Fathers, for the taſte of criticiſm, 
and for the ſtudy of antiquity. He was the 


firſt who freed theological fubje&s from the 
ſophiſtical reaſonings, and unintelligible jar- 
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man, have exerciſed their genius upon 


in which he lived with great freedom, eſpecial - ki 
ly thoſe of the eceleſiaſtics, their ſuperſtition, | X 


debauchery, and folly of the monks, with the = 


like an heretic; althongh the enemies of the 


| 8efires, when praiſed on the ſtupid populace: 


wits, following the example of this great 


gon of the FOR and treated them in u no 
ble manner, He reproved the vices of the age 


the averſion they had to all polite literature. 
and the ignorance and barbarity which poſſeſſ- = 
ed the ſchools, He wrote againſt the ignorance, _ I 1 


ſame freedom. But they avenged themſelves 
after their manner, that is, by treating him 


church never had a more irreconcileable ene | | 
my. But it was neceſſary they ſhould render „ 
him odious who had deſcribed them ſo juſtly; WI 
and this expedient, how fooliſh ſoever it is inn 
irſelf, has always ſucceeded to thoſe people's 


3 % 8 2 1 
r n 1 on "TS 


and therefore this is the great engine which _- 
they play again thoſe who diſpleaſe them. "2 
Nor did he ſpare either them or the ſchoolmen 4 


in his Paarset of FoLLy, which he compoſed 9 g 


at the houſe of the celebrated Sir Thomas 


More, Lord Chancellor of England, Who ws ] 


his intimate friend, and to whom he dedicated 
it. All his other compoſitions, which have 


been ſeveral times printed in Holland, in nine wy 1 | 


A” 
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ſabjeQs pretty much of the ſame kind; 
in which they have more or leſs ſucceed- 


ed, according to. their different abilities. 
rom hence came that vaſt number of 

panegyrics made on ſubjects which ſo lit 

lle deſerved them, that, on the contrary, 


they hadbeen looked uponeither as hate- 


ful vices, as common nuſances, as terri-- 


ble misfortunes, or as objects of the | 


meaneſt and moſt deſpicable 1 nature. In 


emulation of each other, one preſents us 
with a panegyric on drunkenneſs; ano- 
ther the praiſes of the gout; this cele- 
brates a quartan ague; that the fly *; 


volumes in folio, are as much ſought for as they 
are really valuable. The republic of Holland, 


proud of having given birth to ſo great a man, 
have exected a brazen ſtatue, to perpetuate and 


do honour to his name, in one of the publie 


places in the fine and rich city of Rotterdam; 


where they ſtill preſerve the houſe in which 


. born, with great care. 
Lucian has made a panegyric uren this 4 


inſea, which 1 is among his works, 


Ts another! the 8 one hats thelouſe; 
| a ſecond the flea, This writes the eu- 
| logium of the aſs; another that of dirt. 
Even poverty has been praiſed, and the 
itch alſo- In ſhort, this trifling fancy 
has been carried ſo far, in which theſe 
authors have all of them diſplayed, in 
greater or leſs degrees, their wit and e- 
rudition, that one of them has even wrote 
EY a panegyrie upon nothing. And indeed 
khat work ſold as well as any of the o 
thers, ſo great is the love of men for tri Wy 


PxRHATSs you are here going to cry 

out. Fine ſubjects truly, to engage the 
time of people of genius! Theſe authors 

muſt ſurely have loſt the ſmall ſhare of 

underſtanding which they had, when 

+ There is in ſome of the editions of Virgil 

a ſmall poem, entitled, Culex, or the Gnat, 


wWudich is attributed to him, but is certainly 2 
work of ſome inferior author, „ 
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they began wich ſuch follies. Virafel, ; 
that the moſt part of them might have 


been employed in more uſeful works. 
- But then we ought to conſider, that 
theſe ſmall pieces are only the amuſe- 
ment of leifure hours, and a relaxation 
to the mind from affairs of more con- 


cern; beſides, the largeſt books are not 
always found to be the moſt uſeful, the 
moſt agreeable to read, or the beſt com · 
poſed. Moreover, it is nearly the fame 


with learning as with the other arts, 
wherein a diverſity of talents is as neceſ- 


ſary as a diverſity of workmanſhip. For 


example, one artiſt makes his name im- 
mortal by the building of ſtately tem- 


ples, ſplendid palaces, and high columns; 
the erecting immenſe obeliſks, and rai- 


ſing large pyramids; another, by form- 


ing huge Coloſſal ſtatues; whilſt others 


Wake themſclres as famous by works of 


+ 


Was be 8 wrote Homer's: Iliad in ſuch 


minute characters, and upon a ſkin. of ſo 


thin a ſubſtanee, that all that poem, which 
contains upwards of fifteen thouſand 
lines, could be encloſed in the ſhell of a 
walnut *. And ſuch was he who ſo in- 

_ 'geniouſly put fifteen pairs of dice, with 
all the proper points engraved on the F 


ix ſides of each, intoacherry-ſtone, made 


in the form of a ſmall baſket, In ſhort, - + 


our own artiſts are no leſs curious, as we 
ſee a great many little things, whoſe. 

| heatneſsaſtoniſhes us, made of filyer, tors, 
toiſe-ſhell, ivory; and other kinds of ma- 
terials; ſuch as ants, and other artifici- 
al inſets, and chariots drawn by ſix hor- 
ſes, of ſuch ſurprizing minuteneſs, that 
a ſmall fly can cover them with one of 


# Pliny, book vii, chap, 21. 1 


89 THE PRAISE 
his wings . We ought not therefore 
to judge of the merit of a work by its 
greatneſs; a miniature of leſs than an 
inch in length, may be as beautiful, and 6 
, even more perfect, thana picture of twen · . 
ty, thirty, or forty feet in height, So 
may a book of ſeven or eight leaves be 
perhaps much more agreeable and in- 
ſtructive than one in ſeven or eight huge 5 1 on 
-. . yolumesiin folio. I therefore flatter my- * 
ſelf with the moſt ſanguine hopes, that 
- the publick will not omy judge candidly 
of my work, but honour it with the 
marks of their higheſt approbation. „ 
In this expectation J undertaketotreat 
a a ſubject, which I believe no one has e- 
ver attempted before me. Whether it 


VE, that thoſe who have thought upon 
VB ſiuch a even have been diffuaded from 

Is 4 + This is what tho dans: hiſtorians elite 
© <eoncerning Callicrates, a Grecian ſculptor.” 
1 8 


. 


0 F. H E T 1 9 
it, PD a fear of polluting their pens in | 


touching ſuch a ſubject, or from a fear 
ol being oppoſed by bigotry and preju- 
dice, I cannot pretend to judge. For 


my part, as 1 dread neither of them, 1 
ſhall begin valiantly, proteſting, that L do 
not deſign to advance any thing in this 


work which is contrary either to ortho- 
don faith, morality, or Chriſtian piety; 


bor {ball 1 introduce any thing which 
can convey the leaſt prejudice to the cha- 
racter of any body. In ſhort, I declare, 
that, in making a panegyric upon Hell, 
my deſign is not to exeite the reader to 
| wiſh to go there, ſtill leſs to go with him 
in his journey; which, if he earneſtly 
deſires to take, be may very well go 
without me. In this caſe indeed my book 


may ſet ye him as a guide in that coun- 
try, an honour which 1d not in the 
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| lealt defire, being able to repeat after the 
Poet, with the greateſt ſincerity: 


My little book,you ſhall go tc to Hell with- 


our me *, - 


1 


Arras fo 2 a 9 if | 


any fooliſh perſon, of whom there are 


greatnumbers in the wor Id, ſhould judge 


_ otherwiſe of my work, or intentions, 13 
freely tell them, that I ſhall concern my- wy 


ſelf very little about their opinion. It 


Will ſuffice me, if the perſons who have 


wit and good ſenſe ſee, in reading it, 
what is the end which I propoſe, and am 


aſſured that they do not diſapprove it. 
They will ſoon perceive that I write not 
for the idiot, the biggot, or the fribble, 
but for thoſe 1 know that chere are | 


* This is is an imitation of this ED of Ovid: 


Parve (nec invideo) fine me, liber, ibis in ur- 


ber. Ovid, Triſt. Eleg. I. 


OF HE L Is TX: - 
- ſereral things which we frequently iro- 


; nically commend, with a deſign to give 
an ayerſion to them, and others againſt 


| Which we vehemently declaim, in order 
to make them more lovely. This is a 

ſtratagem which is very common to wri- 
ters, and ſtill more ſo with prion and 8 


A ure 


| Having thus expoſed my intention 
* my readers, I ſhall proceed without 
any farther introduction concerning it. 


— 
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The excellence of Hell with regard: to 


its origin. 


5 HEN a writer anderrakes to 

make an eulogium, or even 
8 PIE "5 to give a plain deſcription of 
Xn a city, caſtle, fortreſs, cita- 
del, or building, though ever ſo little 


8 


or HEEL 13 


renowned, he commonly begins with its 
origin, and never fails to praiſe him 


who was the founder of it; for this rea- 
ſon no author ever gave a deſcription of 


the city of Thebes, without mentioning 


Amphion at the ſame time, who was 
thought to be the founder of it; of Ba- 
bylon, without praiſing the celebrated 
Semiramis; of Carthage, without ma- 


king mention of the fair and unhappy Di- 


do; of Rome, without adding an enco- 
mium upon Romulus, its founder; of 
Padua, without ſpeaking of Antenor, 
who was ſuppoſed to have founded it; 
in ſhort, they never name the. famous 


city of Anvers, nor its ſtrong fortifica- - 
tions, without naming the celebrated Fer- 


dinand de Toledo, duke of Alba, who 
made them be conſtructed by his engi- 


neer Paloto, who had a greater know- 
W + 
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ledge of fortifications than wy of his 
contemporaries. 


MOT whatever poncityriimny' be made 
upon the moſt conſiderable, the nioſt 


renowned, the moſt wonderful thing 
theuniverſe has ever yet contained, it 4s 
evident there never was, or ever will 


be, any city, palace, or other building, 


however ſplendid it is, or has been, 


without excepting thoſe to which have 


been given the title of the wonders of 
the world, that can preſume to boaſt ſo 
ancient an origin, ſo illuſtrious a found- 
er, or ſo ſkilful an architect, as thoſe of 


Hell. 


lovers of antiquity, the profound know- 
ledge, the aſtoniſhing and unbounded 


imagiaation, the admirable maſter-pieces | 
of execution, and, in ſhort, all the talents, 


ſcarcely credible, of the famous Archi- 


k 


ExAaLT as much as you pleaſe, ye 


— , 


0. fr H 8 
medes k. Boaſt, ye admirers of mecha- 
nic powers, the ſacred promiſe which 
he made king Hiero, that if 'he would 


* N * A celebrated mathematician of Syracuſe, 
3 and a relation of the monarch abovemen- 
| tioned. — His ſurprizing {kill in machanics was 
evinced by a vaſt number of machines which 
he invented, particularly thoſe by which he 
_ raiſed up into the air the ſhips of Marcellus, the 
Roman general, who came to beſiege Syracuſe, 
When the city was taken, Archimedes was ſo 
highly engaged in ſome mathematical inveſti. 
1 gation, that he heard not the noiſe which com- 
1 monly attends on ſuch occaſions :— A ſoldier, 
who found him buſied in drawing lines, aſked 
him his name, for Marcellus had given orders, 
that, in conſideration of his extraordinary ta- 
lents, no injury ſhould be done to him, or any 
of his family; — but Archimedes's mind being 
Full of what he was about, he deſired him not 
to diſturb him; which ſhort anſwer fo enra- 
-ged the brute, that. he killed him on the ſpot, 
Marcellus was vaſtly concerned at it, and 
in order to comfort his family, and in ſome mea · 
ſure to repair the loſs they. had ſuſtained, load. 
ed them with preſents, and every ſort of civi - 
5 lity he was capable of. 
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16 THE PRATSE 
vive him a place in Heaven, where he 

might fix his ſtation, he would, by 
means of the machines he had, or ſhould. 

invent, move the earthly globe from 
whence it hangs, and tranſport it whi- 
ther he pleaſed: yet neither theſe an- 
cient wonders, enlarged as they have been 
by fame, nor all the genius, induſtry 
and invention of that ſurprizing man, 
| were any thing when compared with the 
knowledge, ſkill and power of him who 
founded Hell, which Iſhall here call the 
kingdom of Lucifer; a building ſo ſolid 
and well fortified, that all the attempts 
that prince of darkneſs has made, du- 
ring ſo many ages, to get out of this his 
preſentdwelling, and regain Heaven, his 
ſormer abode, have been to no purpoſe, 
Neither was it the work of men, nor 
devils themſelves; For how could men 
have made it, ſince it ſubſiſted before 


they exiſted? Aud for the devils, as 
it was ordained to be a perpetual priſon 
for them; it is not to be ſuſpected they 
would labour in the erecting it. No, 
that would be making rods to whip 
themſelves, and it is well known that 


they are too ne to fall into ſuch 


ſollies. | 
PeRHars you will, following Plato's 
opinion, tell me, that it was made by 
heavenly bein gs, who, having moreknow- 
ledge, and greater power than all man- 
kind together, raiſed this building the 
| ſame way as he tells us they founded the 
univerſe, | 

To this I anſwer; that, if this famous 
man to whom the ancients have given 
the ſurname of Divine, had but peruſed 
the holy ſcriptures, he would have been 
careful of advancing that paradox. In 


ſhort, he weul1 have perceived, that 
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13 THE PRAISE 


there were in Hell a vaſt number of 
thoſe celeſtial beings, who were ſuffer- 
ing in the flames for the crime of their 
rebelling againſt God, at the ace time 
of the creation, 

IT therefore appears from all this, 
that Hell is the workmanſhip of the ſu- 
preme, omniſcient, omnipotent Being, 
the Creator of every thing, who, as 
the greateſt of the prophets teſtify, has 


lighted a fire there, which has burned 


ſince that time, and will burn for ever. 
Therefore, if the ſun, the moon, and 
the ſtars; if all the conſtellations which 
{hine in the firmament; if all the ele- 
ments; if animals and inſects; even the 


ſmalleſt of reptiles are the objects of out 


praiſe, becauſe God made them, would 
it not be unjuſt to refuſe the ſame en- 
comiums to Hell, ſince, as I have de- 
monſt rated, he made it alſo? 


OFF ˖ EE. 19 

Taz Hebrew author of the book in- 
tituled Eccleſiaſtes, in looking upon the 
fun, celebrates its praiſe,. but it is with 
regard to him who made it. He isſeiz- 
ed with amazement at beholding it, but 
the great object of his ſenſations is turn- 


ed upon him who had created this ſur- 


prizing ball. O how ſupreme is he, who 
hath made thee! he cries out ina tranſ- 
port of admiration; We agree with thee 


he is ſo; but he, who created Hell, is 


as powerful. It would be a great im- 


piety not to give him praiſe on this ace | 


count alſo: - 


Turzks is another reaſon, which.” 


ſhould make us give Hell all the reſpe& 
and praiſe which are its due, which is, 
that the works of God are far ſuperior 


to thoſe of men. The latter, however 


well performed, are found to have ſome 


defect or other, which makes them loſe. 
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20. THEPRAISE. 
ſome of their merit. Homer, for ex- 
ample, the prince and moſt ancient of 
the Grecian poets, however excellent 
his Iliad may appear, has ſome dull places 
in it, which weary the reader, and has 


made one of the greateſt poets exclaim 
againſt him, 3 


Nay, ſometimes, renown'd Homer taſte- 
leſs grows. 


NoTwITHSTANDING the greatcha- 
raQer of Apelles as a painter, and how 
ſurprizing ſoever his pictures were, yet 
he himſelf frequently diſcovered faults 
in them, which had eſcaped him in the 

hurry of compoſing them. But God 
is not thus with any of his works, As 

he himſelf is perfection, he cannot do 
wrong. His works are as perſect as 
they can be, and are therefore above 


7 HELL a 
all criticiſm and reproach. It does God 
an injury therefore to ſpeak ill of Hell. 
It is failing in the reſpe& which is due 
to him. In ſhort, it is inſulting revela- 
tion, which teſtifies in expreſs terms in 
the ſacred writings, that the whole works 
of God, not excepting Hell, are not 
ſimple, but very good. And God ſaw 
&« a]l that he had made, and behold it 
1 was very good.“ 


UI TD sante 
CHAP. II. 


Hell an admirable place on. account of 
its ſituation. 


Sr 
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n 
E 1 — — 
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F the origin of Hell ſhould render 
1 it moſt reſpected by us, its ſituation 
ought not leſs to do ſo, If we refer to 
all the teſtimonies of antiquity, either 
heathen or chriſtian, 8038 this Point, 
G ' 
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22 THE PRAISE 

we ſhall find them all agree, that Hell 
is in the centre of the world.. More- 
over, I remember to have read of An- 
axagoras, an ancient philolopher, who 
when he was juſt expiring, being aſked 
by thoſe who were attending him where 
he would chuſe to be buried, anſwered, 
Wherever you pleaſe; and he gave them 
a very good reaſon for his indifference 

with regard to this, adding, In whate- 
ever place upon earth you may lay my 
body after my death, it will have no 
greater way to go from either fide of 
the globe, to get the way to Hell: a 
reply which perfectly agrees with truth, 
and which is founded upon the ſureſt 
demonſtration of geometry. In ſhort, 
the philoſopher, knowing that the earth 
is round, and that Hell was in the mid- 
dle of it, was certainly very right in 
ſay ing, that his journey thither would be 


. 1 1 „ 23 


equal on whatever ſide be ſet off, and 
conſequently it was nogreat matter "OY 
they buried him. 1 

Now this is a great proof of the ex- 
cellence of Hell; for all good things 


are always placed in the middle. 1 in 'this 


world. 


THE ancient Sep tw re- 


marked, from this conſideration, that Je- 


ruſalem, that holy city, where God re- 


ſided when on earth, that capital of his 


beloved people, the dwelling of the kings 


who had the honour to ſucceed him in the 


government of that nation, that metro- 
polis of the univerſe, where its ſacred 
Redeemer was to appear, to preach, and 
to be put to death, was, by God's per- 


miſſion, ſet in the middle of the earth, 
that is, in the exterior centre, as Hell 


is in the interior. It is alſo for the 
ſame reaſon that the ſun, which, next to 
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24 THE PRAISE 


God, is the king and ſoul of all nature, 
_ occupies the middle of the heavens, and 


makes the point round which the pla- 


nets revolve, For that reaſon i it is that 


virtue, which is the woſt eſtimable thing 


in Heayen, and upon earth, is always 


found in the juſt centre, as eyery one 
knows, who have but the leaſt tincture 


of morality. In ſhort, if a king ſhould 


dwellalwaysinthe centre of his domini- 


ons, as Calanus the philoſopher once 


faid to Alexander, it is but juſt that Lu- 
cifer, who in the holy writings has been 


called, and in reality is, as we ſhall pre- 
ſently ſee, the Prince and the Power of 
darkneſs, has likewiſe fixed his abode 
in the middle of the earth. An ho- 
nourable ſituation, without doubt, and 
which, beſides its great convenience, 


raiſes the glory of Hell to a great pitch. 
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CHAP.” ML 
Of Hell's duration and labile. 


8 HOUL Dcertainly have peltedover 
the ſtability and duration of Hell, 


as they are ſo evident and indiſputable 
articles, had it not been formerly doubt- 
ed by a ſect, that this empire would laſt 
only for a certain time, after which it 
would be deſtroyed, as thoſe of this 


world have been, and will be for ever. 


This ſe& has itſelt happily been de- 


ſtroyed, and has now no partiſans remain- 


ing. But another has riſen ſince, which 


ſtill ſubſiſts, much more numerous than 


one can imagine, and which has raiſed 
ſtill greater errors than the other. Theſe 


are they. who deſire to be able wholly 


to annihilate the infernal regions with . - 
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26 THE BRANES  - | 
ſo much ardour, that, if they could find 
a chief, who would go at their head, 
we ſhould ſee them, like ſo many Ti- 
tans, ruſhing on, beſieging Hell, driv- 
ing Lucifer from his throne, overturn- 
ing his palace, and burying his ſubjects, 
With himſelf, amongſt the ruins. Yet, 
if the thing was poſſible, we ſhould ſee 
them imitate thoſe haughty ſons of 
_ earth, who formerly. attempted to ſcale 
Heaven. But in vain they wiſh for this 
annihilation, 'The warmth of their de- 
fires, in this reſpect, is a demonſtrative 
proof of their inward conviction, that it 
will laft eternally. They, far different 
from thoſe people, who, in pure ſimpli- 
city, feared nothing but that the ſky 
ſhould fall, and cruſh them to pieces, 
"fearing that they will fall into Hell, and 
not without juſt reaſon, are anxious to 


find means how to deſtroy it. Vain 
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project! ſo much the more fooliſh and 


raſh, as an empire never had a ſteadier 
foundation, nor was leſs ſubject to the 


dread of ſuch a revolution. Let us go 


on then to the examination, and prove 


this truth to thoſe incredulous people, 


who doubt it in the leaſt. 


IN the laſt chapter I took notice of 


the difference there is between the works 
of God and man. The latter, reſem- 


bling their authors, partakeoftheir weak- 
neſs, and periſh at laſt, however ſolid 
they may appear. Rome, for inſtance, 
that ſamous city, which was the miſtreſs 


of the world for ſeveral ages, ſhould 
have ſubſiſted for ever, if we could give 
credit to her flatterers. Her hiſtorians 


and poets, who talk like prophets, think 
on nothing elſe in all their writings; as 


her churchmen do to this time who 


have ſucceeded theſe famous enthuſi· 
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8 THE PRAISE 
aſts. And yet, notwithſtanding their 
| flattering predictions, notwithſtanding 
all the fooliſh: ſtories of both the one 
and the other, had ever any city in the 
univerſe more revolutions? An hun- 
dred times has it been ſacked, and al- 
moſt reduced to aſhes by its enemies; 
what is it at preſent, but a heap of ruins, 
a mere ſkeleton, ſcarce to be called a 
ſhadow of what it was formerly? And 
what are its vaſt domains, which, as ſome 
writers yet pretend to ſay, will laſt to 
eternity, now reduced to? 
BA BTLON, that magnificent city, 
which was called the Wonder of the 
World, for to embelliſh which Semiramis | 
laid out ſuch immenſe ſums; whoſe walls 
alone were a year in raiſing, although 
three hundred thouſand labourers were 
employed about it eyery day; and 
whoſe ſuperb towers ſeemed ſtrong e- 
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nough to baffle men, time, and the all- 
powerful gods themſelves to deſtroy it: 
yet this miracle of human efforts is now 
ſo totally deſtroyed, that not the leaſt 
footſtep of itſelf or its inhabitants bare 
been diſcovered for many ages paſt. 

EGvpr, that country ſo fruitful in 
wonders of nature and art, and ſo long 
renowned for both; where are now her 
pyramids, her temples, and ſeveral o- 
ther things, which were formerly the | 
admiration of the curious? Whereare 
all thoſe monuments. ſo celebrated in 
hiſtory? There ſtil remain ſome ruins 
of theſe ſurprizing buildings ſcattered 
up and down in frightful deſarts and 
oceans of ſand, which are almoſt buri- 
ed therein, and wait but for time, the 
| deſtroyer of all things, to be ſwallowed 
up like all the reſt. 


Nox Wy the moſt flouriſhing dr. 
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zo THE PRAISE- 
doms, which ſeemed eſtabliſhed on the 
ſureſt foundations, eſcaped theſe ine- 
vitable revolutions. Without mention- 
ing the four great and famous mo- 


narchies which deſtroyed and fucceeded 


one another; viz. the Afſyrian, which 
was aboliſhed by the Perſians, the Per- 


| fian by the Greeks, and the Greek 


by the Romans. Without taking any 
notice of the laſt, which. had ſwallowed 
up the others, being deſtroyed, how 
many empires and republics have diſ- 
appeared from the earth? From whence 


come theſe changes? Why, from the 


inconſtancy, inſtability, and weakneſs 
inſeparable from all the eſtabliſhments * 


of men. 


Ir is almoſt the ſame with the work 
of thoſe intelligences, both evil and 


good, whom we call angels: for, though 


far more perfect than thoſe of mankind, | 


5 9 E L L. 31 
nevertheleſs they all have changes. If 
you would have proof of this aſſertion, 
only read the legends of our ſaints, 

Where you ſhall ſee them employed, 
like fairies, in erecting towns, caſtles, 
and ſplendid palaces, with a glance of 
the eye, and as expeditiouſly diſappears 
For inſtance, that bf St. Wulfran; you 
will there behold how Satan, wanting to 
feduce that faint, and to engage him a- 
gain to worſhip falſe gods, ſhewed him 
a paradife all ſparkling with gold and 
precious ſtones, which he had raiſed in 
an inſtant, and which he told him would 

de the dwelling of thoſe who wor ſhip- 
ped idolsafter death. The ſaint, charm- 

ed with this ſplendid view, began to 
ſtagger in his faith, till, reflecting upon 
what the devil had ſaid to him, he be- 
gan to ſuſpect him as a ſeducer, and 
reſolved to make a trial of it, by ſaying, 
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32 THE PRAISE 

&« Tf this magnificent palace which you 

«© ſet before my eyes is the work of 

% God, let it ſubfiſt; but, if it is the 
„work of the devil, let it fall to ruins.” 
No ſooner were theſe words out of the 

ſaint's mouth, than the palace immedi- 


ately diſappeared, as quick as the deco- 
rations of our theatres at the whiſtle of 
the prompter. And why? becauſe it 
was not God's work. Now as Hell is 


the work of the Almighty, we muſt 


conclude with St. Wulfran, that it will 


endure for ever. 
LE usproceed ſtill farther, hi ſhew; 


that it isalmoſt, if not quite, the only work 


of God: which ſhall enjoy this glorious 
privilege. Nothing can be eaſier than 
this demonſt ration. Here it is then. 
Tu heavens, which are the maſter- 
piece of thealmighty-Creator, hadgiven 
cauſe, nay, certainty of belief, that they 


* 
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5 bad, and ſhould laſt for ever. This o- 


pinion went from the philoſophers to 
the poets, and all other famous authors, 


who give the ſtars the name of everlaſt- 


ing flames whenever they mention them. 
For near four thouſand years every bo- 
dy believed them, and we ſhould ſtill 
have been in the ſame opinion, had not 
Incarnate Truth, which could not be 
deceived, or deceive, cleared up this 


point to us. We have learned from 


him, that not only the earth, which has 
ſubſiſted for ſo many ages as God made 
it, and perhaps ſhall ſubſiſt for millions 
of years, ſhall be deſtroyed at laſt; but 
the heavens alſo, that maſter-piece of 
unlimited power, ſhall be annihilated. 


It is Hell alone which ſhall continue as 


long as his own juſtice, which is for e- 
ver, and, as he informs us, ſhall burn 


eternally. Theſe are the only flames, 
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34 DT 'H E PRAI 8 E. 
which can be really ſtiled ei- 
ing. Thoſe of the ſtars, that of the 
ſun, which enlighten and warm the 
earth, and make her fruitful, ſhall 
be put out at laſt; but theſe ſhall 

2 blaze for many ages, without any thing 
N being able to put them out, or even 
I to leſſen their violence, But let us now 

go on to the other prerogatives and ad- 
vantages that Hell enjoys, which a are a 
. many. 


ame- auf- Od Karate 
CHAP. IV. 


r moſt excellent place, on account 
of its eaſineſs of acceſs. 


B O T H ancient and modern geo- / 
graphers very wiſely remark, that 
thoſe countries which are the richeſt, 
the moſt agreeable, the moſt flouriſhing, 


and the beſt peopled, and whoſe inhabi- 
tants mult, conſequently, be happy, have 
the moſt ſea· ports. 'Fhe cauſe of this is 


obvious. Since they can, and do, i import 


into it from all countries that can pro- 


duce abundance, by this means, it both 


promotes trade, and increaſes the num- 


ber of inhabitants, and muſt eonſequent · 
ly make not only the ſubjects, but alſo 
the ſovereigu of the country under whom 


they live, rich. Now the convenient ſi- 
tuation of Hell, which has made it ac- 


ceſſible to every nation of the world in 
all ages, is one of the greateſt advanta- 


ges it has, Leven ſay more, that in this 


article it has the advantage of Heaven 


itſelf, 


IN ſhort, if this laſt mentioned place | 


is a ſeat of happineſs, it has alſo this great 
inconvenience, that no one can get to it 


but with a great deal of trouble. The 
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36 THE PRAISE 

road which leads to it is both dangerous 
and difficult; it is very narrow, every 
where crouded with thorns and briars, 
and environed on every ſide with fright- 
ful, and almoſt inevitable rocks and pre- 
cipices; and the way itſelf is ſo ſteep and 
ſlippery, that we often ſee happen to 

them who go thither with the greateſt 
courage, what ſoldiers ſuffer every day 
in beſieging a place which they hope to 
take by ſtorm. IT hey ſet their ladders 
up againſt the walls, which they climb 
Vith the utmoſt difficulty. Already have 
a hand, a foot upon the rampart; nay, 
even think themſelves the maſters of the 

place, and, in idea, ſee every thing ſub- 

mitted to their direction; when, in the 5 
very moment that they think their for- 
tunes made, one fatal ſtroke diſlodges 
them from the ladder and the rampart, 
and tumbles them headlong down into 


os Nr 


the ditch, where, inſtead of that victory 
they already thought themſelves certain 
of, they meet the death they did not in 
theleaſt think of, or, at the beſt, diſgrace 
inſtead of glory, How many devotees 
have we not ſeen, in like manner, who, 


after having, in this world, ſuffered a 


thouſand voluntary hardſhips, born croſſ- 
es and ſcapularies numberleſs, ſaid over 
thouſands of Pater-Noſtersand Ave-Ma- 
rias, faſted for hundreds of Advents, 
Lents, Vigils, and Ember-weeks, and gi- 
ven themſelves ſome millions of ſtrokes 
of diſcipline, thinking thereby to gain 
paradiſe, wherein they even flattered 
themſelves they had one foot already; 


how many, I fay, have we not ſeen of 


theſe, who, in this aſſurance, were rea- 
dy, like fo many Cæſars, to exclaim, “ I 
am come, I have ſeen, I have conquer- 


ed,” yet happening unfortunately to make 
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it 38 1EHEPRAISE 

one falſe ſtep, inſtead of that Heaven, at 

which they thought they were already 
arrived, have fallen headlong to the pro- 
found abyſs of Hell, where, undoubted- 
ly, they imagined they ſhould never go. 

Norhixe like this-is to be feared 

as to the infernal empire: the: paths 
which lead to it are open, wide, conve- 
nient, and ſpacious; plain beaten tracts; 
wherein, how great ſoever the croud of 
travellers is, there is no fear of puſhing, | 
of joſtling, of ſtumbling, or of falling. 
Here you may- come -and go at every 
hour, and at every ſeaſon, and that in full 
ſecurity, Lou meet no bailiff there to 1 
ſeize your perſon; no ſpy to watch your x 
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4 
actions; no turnpike to hinder your paſ- 1 
ſage; no bully to diſturb your peace; no 
= robber. to make you tremble for your 
; 1 purſe, and {till lefs for your life. On 
i1 : | the contrary, you will find none there | 
85 | 
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but civil, well-bred people, who come 
moſt graciouſly to meet, ſalute, and to 


embrace you kindly, and offer generouſly 
to take the road with you, for fear you 


ſhould be tired. When you get to your 
journey's end, you there ſind others, 
who congratulate you on your arrival, 

kindly reach their hands to you in token 


of friendſhip, and even take the trouble 
to lead and introduce you into that quar- 
ter of Hell where you are to lodge. 


Susp ECT not, reader, that J am en- 


deavouring to impoſe on you by the pie- 
ture I have been drawing. The ſact is 


ſo undoubted, that, long before my time, 


He who is Truth himſelf, marked out 


the contraſt-to his own diſciples, i in ſay- 
ing to them, Euter ye in at the ſtrait 


gate, for wide is the gate, and broad 


« 1s the way, that leadeth to deſtruQion, 
a and many there be which go in there- 
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2 THE PRAISE 


« at; but ſtrait is the gate, and narrow 
« js the way, that leadeth unto life, and 
few there be that ſind it *,” In ſhort, 


there are thouſands who travel there at 
every hour and every minute, ſome in 


coaches and ſix, others in chariots, ſome 


in po{t-chaiſes, ſome in phaetons, ſome 


in waggons, ſome in litters, ſome in ſe- 


dans, ſome on foot; ſome on horſe-back, 


ſome on afles, ſome on mules, ſome on 
camels, ſome on dromedar ies, and fome 
on elephants. And all theſe joyous tra- 
vellers pur ſue their journey moſt delight- 
f ally, laughing, ſinging, dancing, eating, 
drinking, ſporting, and rejoicing, ſome 


with their friends, ſome with their re- 


lations, ſome with their wives and chil- 


dren, ſome with their whores and baſ- 
tards. Every one, in ſhort, makes the 


* Matthew, chapter VII. verſes 13 and 14. 
Luke, chapter XIII. the 24 and following verſes. 
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beſt of his way in joy, and in the midſt 
of feaſting and pleaſure. Now, tell 
me, I intreat you, where is the man, who 


is not at leaſt ſome miſanthrope, ſome 


enemy to himſelf, that would make a 
moment's doubt as to the choice of 
theſe two roads, ſo different: from each 
other? 5 


Wourp you pretend to go to Hea- 
ven? You muſt for that be continually 


at prayers, perpetually upon your guard, 
in the inceſſant practice of mortification» 
renounce all the pleaſures of this world, 


and ſubdue your fleſh by penitence and 
faſting; You mult be at continual war- 


fare with your deſires, reduce your bo- 


dy, and even your mind, to the greateſt 
degree of humility : ſuffer all ſorts of mi- 


ſeries, not only without the leaſt mur- 
muring or complaint, but even with 


' Pleaſure, You mult be rigid, nay, even 
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cruel to yourſelf, fo far as to cut off a 
leg or arm if neceſſary, or pull out your 
eyes, the tendereſt, moſt delicate and 
precious part of the whole human body. 
| Nay, even after you have done all this, 
1 | 
[ you are no nearer than if you had done 
tj - nothing; fince one moment, nay, a ſim- 
| ple ſecond of ſelf-love, may make you 
loſe the fruit of all your labours. You 
N . muſt, moreover, be continually implo- 
ring the mercy of God to grant you that 
1 pPlwace in Heaven which you aſpire to, 
5 which all your labours of themſelves 
1 could never deſer ve, and which his grace 
8 and goodneſs only can procure you. 
| Now, are you, on the contrary, de- 
ſirous of going into Hell? You have no 
need of all this trouble to get thither. 
You will arrive there by a much ſhort- 
er way; a way as pleaſant as the other 
is diſagreeable and frightful; a way, in 


r 
fort, ſtrewed with roſesandlillies. Diſ- 
ſipation, pleaſure. gallantry. f requent and 
unbounded intercourſe with women, ga- 
ming, drinking, revelling, debauchery, 
cards, dice, a reſort to taverns, eating- 
houſes andbrothels, and many other ſuch 
like things; thefe are the roads will lead 
you quickly to it; roads which ate far 
from difficult to find, and eaſier ſtill to 
keep in. Then, as to the actions which 
muſt procure you a place there, theſe 
will coſt you very little trouble to exe- 
cute. Idleneſs, contempt of parents, en- 
mity, hatred, thirſt of revenge, lying, 
wrath, murder, theft, rapine, impreca- 
tions, blaſphemy, ſacrilege, pride, glut- 
tony, avarice. ambition, envy, luxury, 
and vanity; in a word, all the vices, and 
all the paſſions which can pleaſe you; 
theſe are the only things you have need, 
ü for» and, when equipped with them, you 
D 4 
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have no occaſion for any other paſſport 
to be received with open arms in Luci- 
fer's dominious, and to be honoured with 
the privilege of a free citizen in Hell. 

Bur what occaſion was there for my 
eren having ſaid thus much? It is far 
ſrom being neceſſary for this purpoſe 
that you ſhould have performed all the 
expioĩts, or poſſeſſed all the vices I have 
been mentioning, No; Lord Lucifer 
is too good, too reaſonable, too indul- 
gent a prince, to require them all at your 
hands. Any one of them, ſingly, is ſuf- 
ficient to procure you a place with him. | 
Debauch an innocent girl; nay, only o- 
gle her with wanton eyes, covet her bur 
for the gratification of unlawful wiſhes; 
ſeduce another man's wife to adultery 
with you. Drown your own reaſon on- 
ly in the ſpacious goblet; purſue reſent- 
ment againſt your enemy; call him out 


"B71 
5 4 
er 
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faddenly to Gogle combat; kill him with- 
out remorſe for ſome wry word, ſome 


trifle which has been told to you in ma- 
lice of him, and which the teller has ta- 


ken pleaſure to exaggerate» Speak but 


one ſingle idle word yourſelf; (and that 
is the greateſt pleaſure which numbers 
ia this world enjoy.) I ſay, do only one 


of all theſe things, and you ſhall ſoon 


find yourſelf enrolled inthe infernal mi- 
litia. Nay more, even a wicked thought, 
if you have taken pleafure in indulging 


it, although unattended with conſequen- 


ces, will be admitted as ſufficient to qua- 
lify you for a candidate in Hell. In ſhort, 


to ſpeak in three words every thing that 
is neceſſary, not only to bring you thi- 


ther, but alſo to infure you the moſt fa- 
yourable reception there, the only requi- 


„ 8 o 2 » 
ſites may be included in this one maxim, 
Er, DRINK, AND BE MERRY. And 
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what can be eaſter, morenatural,or more 
agreeable in the world to do than this? 
To confirm theſe precepts by exam= 
ples, and ſhew you the juſtice and ſoli- 
dity of thoſe 1 have here laid down, I 
ſhall go no farther than to the bad rich 
man, whoſe hiſtory is related in the ſa- 


_ ered ſcriptures, He was nota vicious man, 


nor 2 wretch guilty of every kind of 
crime. He was fo far from it, that the 
ſcripture does not accuſe him of any. He 
is only charged with not regarding the 
wretchedneſs of Lazarus: But are the 
rich obliged to have pity on the poor, or 


even to think that there are fuch in the 
univerſe? 'He was one of thofe wealthy 


men, who, like feveral of his followers 
at preſent, lived amidſt delicacies, in lu- 
xury, and enjoyed all the pleaſures which 


his riches could permit him to take; and 


yet this rick man, without being trou- 
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bled in the leaſt about it; without being 


in the leaſt fatigued to obtain it; nay, 


without even thinking upon it, he found 
himſelf one fine morning, or evening, 
for the hiſtory does not ſay which it was, 


carried, as in a dream, into Hell. F rom 


whence we may conclude, that no jour- 


ney can be made with leſs expence, or 


more ee than this. 


>) Erh 


C HAP. V. 


1 he eager deſire which mankind ſhew 
for going to Hell. 


MUST add to-what-I have alread y 
- ſaid with regard to this journey, that 
no one is ever undertaken with more de- 


light; we need no other proof of this 


' than the great deſire which mankind have 
to go thither; for all their wiſhes tend 
D 6 
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happineſs. In ſhort, if it is true, as A- 
riſtotle ſays, that the ſupreme happineſs 
is that for which a man does every thing 
in the world, it follows, that this ſupreme 
| happineſs, with regard to men, is no- 
thing but Hell, ſince all their deſires, all 
no other motive, no other defign, but to 


we even fee in hiſtory, that the greateſt 
came of its own accord to ſeparate them 
- er at their happinefs, have given them- 
ſelves the fatal blow. 
who in the ſacred writings is ſo often 


Anointed, We alſo read the ſame of that 


to no other point, it being their ſupreme 


their thoughts, and all their actions, have 
come to this dwelling. What is ſtill more, 
ſouls have not always waited till death 
from their bodies, but, to arrive the ſoon- 
Tunis was the caſe with Saul, who was | 
the firſt of all the kings of Ifrael, and 


honoured with the name of the Lord's 


Sn 46 
apoſtle in whom our Lord and Saviour 
placed ſo great a confidence, as to intruſt 


him with the management and poſſeſſion 
of his purſe; The ſame has hiſtory hand- 


ed down to us of Pontius Pilate &. We 
alſo know,-that this was frequently the 
cuſtom amongſt the demi-gods and he- 
roes, and the great men recorded in pro- 


phane and ancient hiſtory. So did the 
famous Hercules, Ajax, Themiſtocles, 


; Hannibal; ſo Mithridates, Marius, 


"TY tus and Caſſius; ſo Cato, Nero, and 


ſeveral others. ; ; 
Nox was there leſs of 4 ſame ar- 


„ He was a governor of Judea. He con- 
firmed the ſentence of death againſt Jeſus, af. 


ter having tried in vain to ſave him, The great 


cruelties which be-exerciſed afterwards againſt 


the Samaritans, the greateſt part of whom he 


put to the ſword, was the occafion of his be- 


ing,recalled, and fent into baniſhment, where 
he is reported to have killed himſelf out of * 


or: two years afterwards, 
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dour ſhewn amongſt the poets and phi- 
Joſophers, and all other learned men, to 


get ſoon to Hell. Witneſs great Ariſto- 


tle, Calanus 4, Cleombrotes *, and Em- 


+ An Indian philoſopher, who lived in the 
time of Alexanderthe Great, and followed that 
prince during all the conqueſts he made in that 
country, Having lived 83 years without ever 
Having any illneſs, he was at laſt troubled with 
'a violent fit of the. cholic, rather than undergo 
the pain of which he choſe to be put to death. 
He therefore begged of the king that he would 


cauſe a funeral-pile to be erected for him, and 


ſet on fire when he was upon it. Alexander 


_ would fain have diſſuaded him from it, but find - 
ing him reſolute, he determined to honour his 


death with all the grandenr of funeral rites, 
out of the regard which he had for this philo- 


fopher (whom he ought rather to have looked 


upon as fooliſh) : he therefore ordered all his 
army to be ranked up in battle array, and all 


the richeſt kinds of perfumes to be ſtrewed up- 
on the pile, to which the philoſopher; dreſſed 


in the moſt ſuperb habit, commanded himſelf 
to be brought. He then lay down on it, and 
when the fire began to touch him he ſtill con- 
tinued in the ſame poſture, without ſhewing the 


Rn 1 


pedocles, Ariſtarchus, Lucretius, and 


Cornelius Gallus, and in the laſt age the 


celebrated Spiera, In ſhort, fo. natural 
is an impetuofity on this head to noble 


minds, that without giving ourſelves the 
trouble of ſearching backwards into the 
annals of ſcientific, or heroic hiſtory, we 


need go no farther than to the many ex- 


amples we daily ſee of it amongſt the in- 


habitants of our own nation; à nation 
Which eſteems itſelf, and is eſteemed by 
others, the wiſeſt, braveſt, and moſt phi- 


leaſt marks of pain. It is added, that when 
he was aſked-if he had any thing toſay to Alex» 
ander, who. did not chuſe to be preſent at the 
ſacrifice, he replied, No ; that he had nothing to 


ſay to him then, as he hoped to ſee him ſoon a · 
gain at Babylon: words, which were after · 


wards regarded as a prediction of that hero's 
death, who really died three: years afterwards 
in that city. 


9 philoſopher of the Academic lebt, e | 
after reading Plato on the immortality of 6s I 


| foul, — — into the ſea. 
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52 THE PRAISE 
loſophical of all nations in the world, 
Who cut their throats, blow out their 
brains, hang themſelves, or plunge into 
a river, or a fiſh-pond, andall this in cool 
blood, with all the calm deliberation poſ- 
 fible; nay, fometimes in wanton ſport. 
And whence ean this proceed? Why, 
from a lively ardour, a violent paſſion 
they poſſeſs of going quickly into Hell, 
whither they think they cannot arrive 
ſoon enough, even with all the haſte that 
they can make, or the pains they can be- 
ſtow. | 
Tux women even have not failed in 
ſhewing this defire, not willing to yield. 
to men in this point more than in any o- 


ther. For inſtance, the lovely Dido, 


the unhappy Jocaſta, the chaſte Lucre- 
tia, the fair and gallant Cleopatra, the 
faithful and tender Portia, the charming 
and heroic Arria, and ſeveral others, 


O F | H EK 33 
Witneſs alſo the practice of molt of the 


women in India, who, when their huſ- 
bands die, caſt themſelves alive upon the 
ſame pile, not wanting to ſurvive them, 


and are confumed; thus haſting to re- 
join them in the infernal regions, where 


they doubtleſs poſſeſs the moſt diſtin- 
guiſhed apartments, which their ſur- 


well. 


K AN 5 


R A VI. 


By whom the apartments of hy Girl 
rank in Hell are occupied. 


O TWIT HSTANDI NG. what 


laſt chapter, with reſpect to the firſt a- 
partments in theſe regions being appoint- 


ed to the ladies, we are aſſured, from 


prizing . has deſerved ſo 


Ve mentioned at the eloſe of the 


x THE HFRAISE 
very good hands, that this honourable 
diſtinction is diſputed with them by a 
fer of men; who are always abſolutely 
determined to rule the roaſt in every 
place they come to, and keep the. upper 
hand of whatever company they meet 
with in it *: for which reaſon, that we 
may not excite the indignation of theſe 
. gentlemen againſt us in this place, we 
ſhall not heſitate a moment to give them 
the preference, leaving to the ladies 
4 themſelves the care of maintaining their 
| own right of precedence, Theſe ho- 
1 nourable and overbearing per ſonages 
. are no other than our reſpectable pre- 
lates and churehmen. People who have 
ever been accuſtomed. to aſſume and 
maintain the firſt places-in this world; 
Why then ſhould they not be allowed 
the ſame privileges in Hell? Would 


. 


The Monks. 
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it not be the higheſt injuſtice to re- 
fuſe it to them, when we reflect but 


ever ſo little upon their conduct in this 


world? 6 
In ſhort, what do they not contrive, 


what do they not attempt, what do they 
not execute, that can entitle them to this 


great reward? Do not ſome of them 
ſeem to have taken on themſelves the 
taſk of overturning all the great fabrics 
of religion and morality, in- thoſe large 
volumes which they employ their lives in 
\ the compoſing? And for what purpoſe? 

. Undoubtedly, in hopes to acquire the 
moſt diſtinguiſhed places in the infernal 
realms, Do not others, whom their 
ambition, their factions, their -cabals, 
_ their political principles, and ſametimes 
even the very. worſt of crimes, have 
placed near to the ears and hearts of 
kings and princes, or of their children, 
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5 THE PRAISE 

under the ſpecious notion of giving the 
latter inſtruction, and training up their 
minds to virtue, or of aiding the former 
with their ſalutary counſels: do they 
not, I ſay, inſtead of this, drag them to 
Hell with them, by teaching them to 


falſify their promiſes; to oppreſs their 


ſubjects; to violate and break through 
the moſt ſolemn treaties, to ſtir up need- 
leſs wars, and perſecute religion in thoſe 
who profeſs it in all its purity? And 
what is all this for? only to have the 


| honour of their company, and be the 


means of keeping. cloſe to them, to gain 


and to preſerve the moſt reſpected rank 
in Hell. True Proteuſes on earth, you 
ſee them taking every ſort of ſhape, 
and acting every kind of character that 


may promote their intereſts, Inarmies, 


they are ſoldiers; in trading cities, mer- 


chants; ſtudents in colleges and in aca- 


07 N © 


demies; genttemen at court, and pea- 


fants in the country: they even become 

women to men, as they are truly men 
to women. In fhort, they ſtick at no- 
thing to make them worthy of being 


received with honour at the court of 


Lucifer. ; | 
Wr1LsT theytaketheſe ſteps, and un- 


dergo theſe labours, to qualify them- 
ſelves for a juſt claim to the infernal 


precedence, their novices in their cloiſ- 
ters take infinitely more for the ſame 
purpoſe during their noviciate: for 


this, ſome tear their-fleſh to pieces with 


terrible laſhes of their diſciplines; ſome 
bind themſelyes with ropes, like mules 
or aſſes: this wraps himſelf in hair- 
cloth, whilſt that goes always barefoot: 
one lies on the hard ground; another 
obſtains from food: others again fa. 


tigue themſelves by vigils, as extraor- 
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dinary as they are ſuperfluous, by long 

and. tedious faſts, by genuflexions num- 
berleſs; by long and tireſome prayers, 
which they are. continually muttering 
day and night: another kind abſtain. 
from female intercourſe; or, if at leaſt, 
they do at any time indulge the gentler - 
' paſſions, it is by ſtealth, and with the 
_ utmoſt ſecreſy, not to diſhonour their 
order. Now, pray, tell me, what can 
their deſign in all this be? To purchaſe 
Hell; yes, L ſay, to purchaſe Hell; for, 
as none of theſe things are neceſlary, or 
have been commanded by religion to 
obtain Heaven, it is therefore evident 
it muſt by the contrary motive, by 
which they are induced to undertake, 
and to endure thele miſeries, with a de- 
gree of courage which borders very 
cloſe on heroiſm. 


Anp that you may not think, chat 


— 
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prejudice, ill- nature, and itch for ca- 
lumny, or any private pique I have - 
gainſt this ſet of people, have urged me 
to ſpeak thus, I ſhall here put in the 
ſame claſs our other venerable church- 
men, the moſt part of whom are little 


better: thoſe young foppiſh parſons, 


true actors of a part, who, ſpruce in 
powdered wig, and band clear - ſtarched, 
with golden ſnuff- box in their hands, 
and the rich brilliant glittering on their 
fingers, exclaim with moſt declamatory 
vehemence from the pulpit againſt the lu- 
xury and vanities of the world; who, 
with laſcivious eyes, traverſing every 
beauty in their audience, rail loudly a- 
gainſt gallantry: and, whilſt the very 
Burgundy is ſparkling in their eyes, 
and glowing in their cheeks, .and the 

plump ſleekneſs of their perſonsbeſpeaks 
them like Eli's ſons, fed with the fat of 


60 T HE P R AIS E | 
every offering, take on them to inſpire 
their hearers with the love of abſſinence, 
and rend their very lungs to prove its 
indiſpenſable neceſſiry. Such alſo are 
thoſe other clamourers, who make the 
feat of truth the theatre of their pecu- 
liar animoſfities; who preach up charity 
ro others, whilft they themſelves roar 
out vamereifully, even to hoarſeneſs, a- 
gainſt their brethren, raking.an averſion 
to them from motives of ambition, or of 
intereſt, and whom they fain would make 
their hearers hate as much as they them - 
ſelves do. In that ſame claſs behold thoſe 
pampered biſhops, whoſe moſt inſatiate 
ævarice has beſieged their prince with 
mean fer vilities, with flatteries and im- 
portunities, day after day, till they at 
length have teized him out of prefer- 
ments, equal even to the ſatisfaction of 
their utmoſt luxury and coveteouſnefs; 


yet do theſe paſtors, inſtead of laying 
down their lives for their flocks, accord- 


ing to the precept, and even the ex- 
ample of him who firſt ordained them 
what they. are, deſert and leave them 


to the care of hirelings, who, in this 


town, think not at all about them, but 


with reſpect to the pecunĩary emolument 
they are to reip from them. There, 


in another corner, you may ſee thoſe 


youthful prieſtlings, who, ſcarely come 
from ſchool or univerſity, where they 
have ſtudied nothing but a few points 
of ſophiſtry, blended with an infinity af 
childiſhneſs and folly, perſuade them- 


ſelves, that, from the biſhop's laying on 


his hands, they. inſtantly are changed in- 
to holy men, whom all the world muſt 
| liſten to and credit, as if they were ſo 
many oracles. ou alſobebold another 


ſet hare, who are as bold as ous 
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and who breathe into the heart of a 
young charming innocent, at the very 
foot of the altar, if ſhe is ſimple enough 


to hearken tothem, in the ſame manner 
as the old ſerpent did into the ear 


of our firſt mother Eve, a baſe love, 


whereof they very often enjoy the cri- 


minal firſt fruits themſelyes. Now all 


theſe actions of men are carried on un- 


der the ſpecious pretence of the glory 
of God, and the converſion of ſouls; but, 
in reality, for the glory and love of Lord 


Lucifer, to whom they well know they 
make their court by it; and receive the 


firſt apartments in his kingdom by way 
of recompence, But let us here end 
this detail, which would lead us too far, 


it purſued to the uttermoſt, and pro- 
ceed to the ſecond claſs, which is not 


Teſs numerous, 
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Who occupies the ſecond apartments in 
Hell. A picture of the miſer. 


HE miſers make up this claſs, 

1 whoare devoted to Hell, and 
who take almoſt incredible pains to get 
thither. They go to the furthermoſt 
parts of the earth for this purpoſe; to 
India, Japan, China, Peru, Malabar, 
Canada and Braſil; even to the Anthro- 
pophagi, who feed upon human fleſh, 
We ſee them defying the moſt terrible 
ſtorms, expoſing themſelves to all the 
horrors of famine or-contagion, and the 
fury and rapacity of corſairs and pi- 
rates, with equal intrepidity. In ſhort, 
they face whatever is moſt dreadful in 
the earth, ſea and elements, not only 

E 2 
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without the leaſt terror, but even with 
looks of joy. Death himſelf is not 


frightful' to them; and why? ſurely 
not from any expectations that they have 
of attaining the celeſtial paradiſe, Alas! 
they would think it too dear a purchaſe 


it it was to.coſt them but a penny, and 


would grudge that ſmall ſum to-buy-it: 
and how can it well be expected that 
they ſhould be ſo extravagant for God, 


when they. refuſe themſelves the com- 


mon neceſſar ies of life? Behold their 
food: they think the vileſt and moſt 
common thing the earth produces too 
dear and delicate for their uſe. They 
eat ſuch black bread, that a hound, al- 
moſt ſtar ved with hunger, would hard- 
ly taſte it. The purling brook is all 
their drinks which is too good for them. 


They cry and regret at the good cheer 


E 
which they ſee others have, as if they 
were at the expence of it. 

Tus ſame penury and miſerable 
cconomy appears in their dreſs, which 
is no more than a bundle of rags patch- 
ed and ſewed together, to ſave the mo- 
ney which it. would take to cloath 
them decently. Their eyes are never 

ſhut, and always fixed upon their hoard, 
which they keep locked up in iron 
cheſts with triple Jocks, and which they- 
never touch for fear of diminiſhing; 
they never ſleep for fear of being rob- 
bed. The time which the reſt of man- 
kind employ in ſweet repoſe, they ſpend 
in inventing tricks to ruin their neigh- 
bours, either by exorbitant uſury, or 
other fraudulent deſigus, by which they 
may enlarge their hoards. If they 
chance to fall ſick, which cannot fail to 
happen, perhaps you imagine oy have 
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recourſe to the doctors, and ſeek for ne- 
ceſſary aſſiſtance; but alas! you are great- 
ly miſtaken; they ſcorn this aid for two 
reaſons: the firſt is, that it would coſt 
money; rather* than give away which 
they would loſe life; and the other, be- 
cauſe it would prolong their lives, which 
would put off their journey to Hell, 
where they eagerly deſire to be. 


--- -g - TOA 
CH A P. VII 


By whom the third place in Hell is in- 
habited. A deſeription of the drunk- 
8 a 


HE drunkards are next in rank 

to the miſers, who are ſo fond of 
ell, that they take all methods to ſhort- 
en their lives, which they think too 
long to. keep them from it, Let us 


or HE LL 67 
then convey ourſelves for a minute to 
one of their aſſemblies, and ſee what 
paſſes there. It is well: we are among 
them; behold them placed round a ta- 
ble. For what have they ſeated them- 
ſelves? Is it to eat? Or to be delight- 
ed with a pleaſant converſation, enliven- 
ed by a chearful glass? Good God! 
| how ſtupid you are, and how little you - 
are acquainted: with. theſe people! Was 
it for to think, or to- enjoy themſelves 
5 with the ſweets of converſation, do you 
imagine, that they were bura? No, 
no; it was to drink, Obſerve them 
with their glaſſes in their hands: they 
empty glaſs after glaſs, and that in fo 
largea quantity, that they are forced to 
throw it up again every moment. Per- 
haps you may imagine that they quit 
their company on this account, but they 
do not; for, like ſwine or dogs, no ſoon- 
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reaſons: the firſt is, that it would coſt 


money; rather* than give away which 


they would loſe life; and the other, be- 
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would put off their journey to Hell, 
where they eagerly deſire to be. 
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habited, A deſeription of the drunk- 
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z drunkards are next in rank 


5 to the miſers, who are ſo fond of 
. Hell, that they take all methods to ſhort- 


en their lives, which they think too 
long to. keep them from it. Let us 
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then convey ourſelves for a minute to 
one of their aſſemblies, and ſee what 
paſſes there. It is well: we are among 
them; behold them placed round a ta- 
ble. For what have they ſeated them- 
ſelves? Is it to eat? Or to be delight- 
ed with a pleaſant converſation, enliren- 
ed by a chearful- glaſs? Good God! 
how ſtupid you are, and how little you - 
are acquainted: with theſe people! Was 
it for to think, or to enjoy themſelves 
with the ſweets of converſation, do you 
Imagine, that they were born? No, 
no; it was to drink, Obſerve them 
with their glaſſes in their hands: they 
empty glaſs after glaſs, and that in ſo 
large a quantity, that they are forced to 
throw it up again every moment. Per- 
haps you may imagine that they quit | 
their company on this account, but they 


do not; for, like ſwine or dogs, no ſoon- 
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er is the wine off their ſtomachs, than 
they again ſupply it with another charge, 
which being alſo caſt up, a third is put 
in its place; and thus Ny * 


day or nigbt laſts. 


LE us conſider a little the 8 
into which they have brought them- 
ſelves; not one of them is able to ſtand; 


their knees ſmk under them; no long- | 


er can their ſtaggering legs ſupport 


them; their hands cannot perform their 
office; their tongues, ſwelled in their 
mouths, can do nothing” but ſtammer, 
Their mouths and throats enflamed and 
parched with heat, have.loſt their natu- 
ral ſupplies of moiſture. Their eyes 
grown dizzy, and almoſt extinct, no 
longer can diſtinguiſh objects, which in 
confuſion preſent themſelves before 
them, and ſeem, as conſcious of their 
owners folly, to ſcorn the guiding them, 
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Their voices, ſtifled on one hand by 
theſe vapours the ſtomach is perpetual- 
ly exhaling from wine already drank, 
and on the other by the freſh draughts 
of it which they inceſſantly are ſwallow- 
ing, can find no paſſage out, nor any: 
longer form a ſound. | EN 
Ix this ſweet condition, you, doubt- 
leſs, conclude, that they will cauſe them- 
ſelves each to be carried to his ſeparate 
home, (for ſo far are they from being 
able to find the way to their own houſes, 
that there is not one amongſt them 
could find out the door of the room 
you ſee them aſſembled in.) There, 
you will ſay, they may work off their 
wine in quiet and at their eaſe. Reaſon, 
it is true, points out this wiſe advice, 
and ſpeaks this language. But aretheſe 
worthy imps of Bacchus in a ſtate fit 
to hear reaſon? Alas: they do not 
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even hear themſelves; and how can 
| reaſon have effect with beings much 
more brutalized than even beaſts them- 
ſelves; on men who fix it as their high- 
eſt point of honour, to drown her in 
their wine? No; they have Joſt her 
quite; and therefore, far from think- 
ing of retreating, they, on the contrary, 


think themſelves but juſt ſer in, and 


now prepare for a more perfect courſe, 
Behold them now. Tothe large glaſſes 
with which they ſeemed already to have 


| ſerved themſelves in ſach abundance, 


ſucceed a round of tankards, of a much 
greater ſize. Each takes one, fills it up, 
and quaffs it with his neighbour, and 
the. company. To this they name the 


health, or, to ſpeak more properly, the 


death of each other, and ſwallow it a- 
main: to this another round ſucceeds; 
another after that; and fo to five or ſix; 


. 
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Till by theſe feats, war med to attempt 
ſtil} greater, they think theſe tankards, 


large as they are, too ſmall. The molt 


capacious bowl that can be found in the 
town muſt now be brought; no ſooner 


brought than filled; no ſooner filled 


than emptied at a draught: for that 
is the law theſe ſwine impoſe upon 
themſelyes, under a. n of repeti · 
tion. 


Bur as 2 00 cannot every one e get 


| bowls, nor can they ſtay with patience 
till it come round to them, they drink, 


whilſt they are waiting for its revolu- 


tion, ſome out of their ſhoes; ſome out 


of their ſlippers, ſome out of their hats 


and caps, ſome out of their boots. Some 

take up huge pitchers, and drink them 

at a draught: ſome toſs off funnels full, 

and ſome drink out of chamber-pots, 

Some, in ſhort, make themſelves be car- 
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ried to the cellar, whither they have no 


power to go themſelves, and lying down, 


with their mouths underneath the tap 
of the wine barrel, there guzale down 
immeaſurable quantities. | 

NATURE, in the mean time, whocan- 
not ſtand the attacks of ſo much violence, 
performs, on her part, all her uſual 
functions, which make the filth of this 


aſſembly a true Augean ſtable, whoſe 
ſmell is a thouſand times more nauſe- 
ous, infectious and difagreeble, than a- 
ny thing that was ever produced in 


Hell; fo that not even the ſtrongeſt man, 
or the moſt robuſt conſtitution could 
endure to ſtay in it. But let us finiſh 
vp this picture, which hitherto my pen- 
cil has only imperfectiy ſketched, 
Ir. is not enough theſe Bacchanalian 
heroes ſhould-drown themſelves, as you 
obſerve they do, in wine, in order to ar- 
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rive more quickly in that Hell, which 

they ſo warmly ſigh for: but that they 1 

may obtain ſome image of it, which in 

ſome degree may come near the truth, 

and give them an image of thoſe plea- 

ſures which there await them, they are 

going preſently. to ſwallow fire and 

ſmoke, which are the food and -ordina- 

ry repaſts of the inhabitants of that 

gloomy dwelling. Already do I ſee 

the waiters preparing every thing for 

this new debauch. Behold the pipes, 5 — 
ſee next the chafing diſhes, and laſt bei 
hold tobacco on the table. Each takes 
bis pipe, fills and ſets fire to it, and 
ſeems to find freſh delight from ſuck- 
ing in long draughts of a moſt hateful 
| ſmoke, whoſe deteſtable ſmell and peſti- 
lential taſte would poiſon, or drive a- 1 
way the very devils themſelves. In =—_ 
ſhort, the heavy miſt formed by this iti 
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black and ugly ſmoak, fills and infects 
the room to a degree, that ſoon obliges 
thoſe who are not accuſtomed to it to 


leave it, unleſs they, like theſe drunk - 


ards we have ſeen, would diſgorge all 
they have upon their ſtomachs, 

Ir is true, they do, indeed, under 
pretence of a prevention to this effect, 


ſo common to tobacco, make uſe of a 


peculiar remedy: but it is a remedy a 
thouſand times worſe than the diſtem- 
per. That is the uſe of ſpirituous li- 


quors: thoſe liquid and devouring flames, 


which will complete the burning up 
their ſtomach and inteſtines, already 
more than half conſumed with drunk- 
enneſs and debauchery. Hark! they 
are calling for them now! Now they 
are brought! See with what reliſh 
they ſwallow, in great draughts, a ſam- 
ple of thoſe fires which ſhall deyour 
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them eternally. What delight they ex- 
preſe: hark! how they ſmack their lips, 
as if they had been taſting the moſt de- 8 
licious and moſt healthful liquors. Hear 
with what laviſh praiſe they ſound its 
commendations, as the moſt excellent re- 
ſtorative that human wit or underſtand- 
ing ever could diſcover. This is, ſay 
they, the real water of life, the true 
divine cordial, the grand elixir. The 
more we drink, the better we ſhall be- 
LE vs THEN DRINK OUR FILL, 
Yov would try to no purpoſe to turn 
them from their miſerable way of liv- 
ing, by ſhewing them the fatal conſe- 
quences of it. Such as the ruin of their 
families, and the deſtruction of their 
conſtitutions, painful and incurable diſ- 
tempers, as the gout, the appolexy, the 
dropſy, the conſumption and the palſy, 5 
the inflammation of the bowels, the 
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weakening of the nerves, and ſeveral o- 
ther diſeaſes, as painful as they are in- 


devil, they intrepidly'expoſe themſelves, 


for the love they have for him, and 
not to loſe the place which he has 
| deſtined for them in his kingdom, and 
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evitable from ſuch debaucheries.. No, 
this is preaching to the winds: true 
martyrs, true heroes, as they are, of the 


nay even with delight, to the moſt cruel 
misfortunes which attend them; and 
when they are attacked by them, ſup- 
port them with the greateſt reſignation, 


which they have ſo juſtly acquired. 
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Who occupies the fourth place in Hell. 
The picture of a fop, and of a co- 
quet. 


WI ſhall put the to and beaus 
| in the fourth claſs, When they 


appear they are ſo nicely and exactly 
dreſſed, that you would think they had 
juſt come out of a band-box. Obſerve 
their heads, no curl or ſingle hair is out 

of order. The comb, the curling tongs, 


the ſeiſſars, powders, eſſences, and po- 


matums, have been made uſe of to give 


them that graceful arrangement which 


| ſtrikes your eye. How many pains, 
how many burnings, how many vexati- 
ons, how many grimaces;how many.oaths 


has it not coſt them to attain at this!. 
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But ought we not to ſuffer ſomething in 
this world for to get a place of diſtinc- 
tion in the next? Without doubt we 
muſt, Undoubtedly it is for that pur- 
poſe we ſee them going to and fro with 
their heads. uncovered, whatever wea- 
ther it be. Even in the utmoſt rigour 
of winter, unbuttoned to the waiſt, 


you ſee them make the moſt ridiculous 


parade of a pretended heat of conſtitu- 
tion, whilſt the cold-blighted keenneſs 
of their faces, and continual ſhudder- 
ings, belie them every moment. 

Fox the ſame motive we ſee them 
dancing attendance during the night, 
and blowing their fingers, amidſt froſt, 


| hail and rain, under the windows of 


their pretended miſtreſſes, who divert 
themſelves, and make a jeſt of them, 
with reaſon, And happy may they 
think themſelves, if their chambermaids, 
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who are commonly pretty pieces, mali- 
eiouſly cover them not with ſome naſty : 
deluge, for to eool and allay a little the 
paſſion with which they ſay they burn. 
AND yet theſe hair-brained maſters 
are, to hear them, the favourites and Aa- 
donis's of all the ladies; and, if we | 
would believe them, there is not a ſingle 
one who can hold out againſt the charms 
of their perſons, It is by conſequence 
of this ridiculous perſuaſion into which 
they bring themſelves, that we ſee them 
always ſo content with their little me- 
rit, always leaping, ſinging, dancing, 
whiſtling, capering, and often doing all 
theſe things at once, True dolls, both 
in figureandunderſtanding; you may take 
them for real puppets, which folly plays, 
and keeps in conſtint motion. In the 
ſtreets, the walks, at court, at the thea- 
tre, in a lady's aſſembly, even in the 
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church, their character, alike extrava- 


gant, never belies itſelf Every where 
they are the ſame; and every where 


the object of laughter for ſenſible men. 


But they care very little for that. They 


are content with themſelves, and that 


fuffices them. They even make an ho- 


nour and a merit of the raillery which 


is made upon their fooliſh behaviour, 


becauſe they know, and are perſuaded, 
that the kingdom of Lucifer, to which 
they have very well · grounded pretenfi- 


ons, has, like that of Heaven, which 


they ſeldom care for, croſs way to g 
through, and troubles to ſupport, when 
we would acquire it. 

Nx to theſe ſparks comes in or- 


der another ſort of animals, not in the 


leaſt more wiſe or rational. They bear 
indeed the names of girls and women: 


but, heavens! what ſtrange aſſemblage 


of irregularities and follies, extravagan- 


cies and imperfections, faults and vices! 
Worthy ! thrice worthy implements of 
Hell! Behold them, examinethemfrom 
top to toe, and tell me if I draw the 


picture falſe, ſtrengthen one ſingle fe- 
ture, or give to any part too high a2 


colouring. Then let us take the very 


firſt that offers to make the picture from. 


And, very ſeaſonably, there's one al- 
ready fits : behold her at her toilet! 
take notice: of - her- head-dreſs and her 
hair, which but this very moment are 
come out of the hands of her tire-wo- 


man and barber: who have Saeed 
ſpent four. hours at leaſt in giving them 


the form, the turn, the colour, the ar- 
rangement which you obſerve them 


have. Her treſſes, naturally red, ſhe 
has found means by art to make appear 
the fineſt-brown imaginable, and ſhould | 


— 
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the fair one-chuſe to have them light- 
coloured, black or cheſnut, or any other 
colour ſhe may fancy, it will only coft 
_ theſe ſkilful alterers of Nature's works 
the trouble of giving them another dye. 
Nay, what's a greater wonder, thoſe 
locks, ſo much have art and induſtry 
converted and diſguiſed them, that by 
their graceful fall, their beauteous ne- 
gligence, you might miſtakethemfor the 
fair treſſes of Venus, or thoſe of Bere- 
nice; but then what pains has not this 
fair one borne all the laſt night on their 
account! Her head, ſtuck round with 
Papers, as it is faid Meduſa's was with 
ſnakes, has not permitted her to cloſe 
an eye, or get a wink offleep. Obſerve 
her eyes and cheeks! The former, 
naturally lively, and almoſt always ani- 
mated by the fire of love, with which 
her boſom burns, are heavy, down - caſt, 


e on 
{ad and languiſhing. The latter, equal - 

ly crimſoned over by the pure native 
glow of youthful blood, are lifeleſs, pale, 
and livid. What pity it is, I know you 
are going to cry out; but have a little 
patience: art, in a moment, ſhall ſupply 
the wants of both. Obſerve her toilet, 
and its implements; the ingredients, and 
the different apparatus of which it is com- 
poſed. This fair one's ardent deſire to 
appear pleaſing to her lovers will quick- 
ly make her ſeek, and find again within 
her looking-glaſs all the vivacity her eyes 
have loſt. There you perceive her o- 
gling, primming, and grimacing at ber 


glaſs, whilſt, like a new Apelles, with 


pencils dipped in ceruſe, yermilion, and 
carmine, ſhe artfully applies upon her 
face thoſe colours which we remarked 
before that ſhe had loſt, 


From her cheeks let us proceed to | 


. — = . . L — TIE - — = 
- _ = - Ll 
— nr TT CCR — —————— — — — — —— 
8 n. * F Y "Ong" "Re : * 


23 


— ͤ-an — T 7˙Ü—¹⅛2. — . ng nt e — 
re OY 2 — 5 s 5 
. * 
g 8 
: 
6 


— 
— 


— —— Ihe 


— eng 2 ” — 2 - 8 T — — 2 _ 3 — - 12 — 
— . — — „ — - - > — * 8 — — 
— — — - VT, - - . . — — — — — 


PF Ag ²˙¹-Am ̃ 11. ̃Kw! mat tn ˙ 


2 
© 000 4 — 


— 


9 " 


%% THE-PRAISE | 


ed by the moſt ſkilful artiſt, ſo neat, ſo 
delicately turned they are: for fear; how- 
ever, that they ſhonld grow too fleſhy, 


tory pain? To this ſucceeds another dai- 


load of precious ſtones, with which you 


weight would tear her ears to pieces, nay 


her ears, which ſeem to have been mould- 


the has cauſed them to be bored; and, 
however delicate her-fex; however pain- 
ful this operation may have been, ſhe has 
choſen voluntarily to ſuffer it, rather than 
not conform to what ĩs the faſhion. But 
wherefore do I mention this; this tranſi- 


ly one: apainalmoſt continual; and which 
ſhe bears with no leſs perſeverence. This 
is occaſioned by the weight of that great 


ſee her earsare decorated; jewels, whoſe 


almoſt pull them off, were it not for the 
care of the induſtrious jeweller. 

Bor now, as we are mentioning the 
ſoffcriogs of the fair · ſex, let us go 
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through with the examination, whereby 
we may diſcover the moſt evident proof 
of the truth of what I have advanced; 
that is to ſay, that the ladies, no leſs than 
their admirers, are truly martyrs to Lu- 


_ cifer, and to obtain a portion in his king- 


dom, both do and ſuffer more than they 


would. perform to acquire a place in 
Heaven. 


_ BznoLd: that alabaſter RY chat 
10 00 breaſt, which ſhe always expoſes 


to the inſults of the air and weather, e- 
ven in the moſt ſeyere, moſt piercing 
cold of winter. A ſlender handkerchief, 


an eſclavage of diamonds, or of pearls, 


ſome knots of ribbons, a piece of gauze 
or muſlin, as thin as the ſpider's web, 
ſcarce covers the tenth part; and, even 


what is covered, is only ſo, in order to 
excite more ſtrongly the deſires of the 


ſpectator, and draw his eyes towards thoſe 
Vor. J. F 
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two beauteous hemiſpheres which play 
beneath, and which ſhe knows very well S# 
mankind have, in all times, been the dupe 
to. Alas! how difagreeably would they | 
find themſelves deceived, were but the 
moſt of all theſe artificial beauties to let 
themſelves be ſeen in their true natural 
condition! Their elegant poſition ſeems 
charming; their firſt view moſt enchant- 
ing; their ſirmneſs like the poliſhed hard- 
niels of ivory, or alabaſter, But does rea- 
ty anſwer to all thefe fair appearances? 
Alas! how little! A body, or rather coat 
of mail, compoſed of whalebone as hard 
as iron, incloſed in which this fair one 
ſufferstorments, forcestheſe ſemi-globes, 
and drives them from the ſtomach, to- 
wards which they are placed, up to the 
height at which they now appear. Their 
firmneſs is but merely in appearance, and 
their acquired whiteneſs no more than 


rl  W 
che effe of their cold creams, and other 
artificial paſtes and waſhes, with which 
they are rubbed every day, both night 
and morning. © 
Ir is alfo to the ſame artifice (that is - 
to ſay, to the ſame puniſhment, which 
they, with moſt heroic conſtancy, ſubmir 
to,) they ſtand indebted for that ſlender 
ſhape, which we admire in them, and 
for whoſe preſervation the molt of them 
deny themſelves ſome parteven of their 
neceſſary food; ſo that you ſee Lord Lu- 


1 cifer has alſo his devout ones, whom he 


obliges regularly to obſerve their vigils, 
falls and advents; their lents and ember- 
weeks; and all this with a hope of one 
day obtaining a part in his kingdom. In 
ſhort, the profeſſed coquet is from head 
to foot a piece of uni verſal ſufferiug. But 
we have mentioned feet; obſerve thoſe 
of our beauty; how ſmal], bow Fees 
T 2 


o 
how well-haped they are. Judge by 
their ſize, and you would certainly ima- 
gine the owner of them not above ſeven 
or eight years old; and yet, although 
ſhe does not chuſe to on it, ſhe has ſeen 
the revolution of twenty- five or thirty 
tedious years. Conſider and admire the 
more than human conſtancy wherewith 
ſhe has, through ſuch a period, endured 
her feet to be for ever on the rack; and 
all but to prevent their growing to their 
natural form and ſize. Perhaps you fan- 
cy chat time has ſo habituated- her to this 
cuſtom, ſhe feels no pain from it: but 
do not runaway with ſuch a notion. No; 

| every ſtep ſhe takes in her little ſhoes, 
, which are true ſhackles to her, gives her 
- ſuch; violent uneaſineſs, that, was ir not 
for fear the world would laugh at her, 
ſhe would cry out aloud as ſhe paſſes 
through the ſtreets, or in the public gar- 
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gens. But what can be too hard to un- 
dergo, to have a well-dreſſed head; ears 
well adorned; a lovely. neck diſplayed; 


white breaſts; a ſlender ſhape; and ba- 
by feet? Sure thefeadvantagesarecheap- 
ly got, at only the expenee of twenty or 


thirty-years, or even ſometimes a whole | 


life of torture, as all the ladies about 


court have found it. O great Prince Lu- 
cifer: What ardour, what a noble per- 
ſeverance, do all your devotees, both 
male and female, ſhew in their words 


== 2d actions for your ſeryice! . The candi- 
dates for Heaven are not to be compared 


with them in this particular; theydo not 
even come Within an hundred points of 
them. How much reaſon had their hea- 


venly Father to ſay your child ren were 


more dutiful, and more courageous, than 
his own! 
Ixp RED, the votaries of the Prince 
"i: 3 
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of Hell, to make themſelves more deſer- 
ving of his favour, carry their heroiſm 
to ſo great a height, as even to ſmother 
in them the voice of Nature; that voice 
ſo powerful, and: ſo efficacious, that it 
will ſoften even the moſt ſavage animals. 
| Behold that youthful beauty, who has 
juſt brought into the world the precious 
fruit of her moſt tender love. The in- 
nocent and lovely little creature ſearce 
ſees the light, before it ſtretches forth 
its infant arms towards the mother, from 
whom it begs, that nouriſhment which 
Nature has herſelf prepared for its ſub- 
ſiſtence. The mother's breaſts, from 
which it ſhould! be furniſhed, are full, 
and overflow with that delicious nectar 
Heaven has ordained. ſhould feed it. Yet 
obſerve her: will the even hearken to 
its cries? Ah, no: more cruel than the 
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very fierceſt of beaſts: 4 the moſt inhu- 
man monſters, this ſtep-· dame with un- 
feeling heart, refuſes the breaſt to her 
own babe. On what foundation does 
ſhe- build this dreadful barbarity, un- 
known. to any other living creature? 
On what? Why, on the imaginary fear- 


that this dear precious fruit of her own, 


womb, this other ſelf of her's, ſhould | 


ſpoil the vell-turned. roundneſs, or take 
away the valued firmnels of her breaſts, 


by ſuckiog. from them the, food deſign-- 
ed to nouriſh it. She apprehends her 


* Even, the ſea monſters draw out the 
« breaſt; they give ſuck. to their young ones: 


© the daughter of my people i is become cruel]; 
« like the oſtriches in the wilderneſs.” Lamen. 


iv. 3. This bird, which, for its ſize and ſtrength, - 
is amongſt the winged race what the elephant 


is amongſt the quadrupeds, lays her eggs in the 


ſand, and then leaves them for the ſun to hatch 
them, and bring forth the young; which it 
does allo by thoſe of the . who lay in 192 
ſame manner, | 

F 4 
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husband, or her lovers, whom ſhe would 
ſtill continue to delight, will no longer 
find the ſame charms in, or pleaſure 
from them, nor conſequently ſnew the 
ſame affection to her. Her dear, her ten- 
der offspring may cry, may rave, and 
may deſpair, to no purpoſe. She hears 
it not; deaf to its little voice; blind to its 
tears; inſenfible to all its grief and its 
deſpair. Nothing can melt her; nothing 
ſoften her. Nay, ſhe even looks upon 
the lovely child but as a monſter ready 
to deyour her; and therefore ſends it 
ſpeedily away, whilſt ſhe proceeds, ſome- 
| times even at the hazard of her own life, 
to dry up in herſelf the very fountain of 
this her new- born child's exiſtence, to 
whom ſhe thinks ſhe does but too much 
favour, if ſhe procures a foreign ſubſiſt- 
ence for it, a food which bad not ben 
deſigned for it, often vitiated by drinking 
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and diſeaſe, and, moſt commonly, poor 


and ill· conditioned. even from the very 
wretchedneſs of her, within whoſe breaſts 


it flows. Thus, robbed of the only ali- 
ment which Nature had deſigned it, the 
innocent pretty little creature pines and 
languiſhes, ſuffers the ſharpeſt pains, and 


goes through miſeries its birth appear- 


ed to have inſured it from, till at the 
laſt it expires in the acuteſt torments, 


without even carrying to the grave with 
it the leaſt regret of its inhuman mo- 
ther, whothinksof nothing butthe quick- 
ly giving it a ſucceſſor, to whom her cru- 
elty again procures the ſame diſtreſs. If 


happily one amongſt them all eſcapes this 


fatal deſtiny, feeble and languiſhing, and 


feeling, through its life, the bad effects 


of that unnatural nouriſhment which was 

not deſtined for it, we often ſee it belying 

its s birth, and diſhonouring, by its mean 
| f 5 
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and bad actions, the ſplendor of the blood - 
from which it was at firſt formed, the 
bad nouriſhment it has received being 
the chief cauſe of its woful degeneracy. 
Let us conclude then from all this, which 
is ſo certain a truth, that even whole na- 
tions might be brought in as a proof to 
any one who ſhould diſpute it; let us, I 
ſay, canclude, that nothing but an exceſ- 
five and moſt paſſionate deſire for the 
joys of Hell could ever lead creatures, 
who call themſelves rational, into ſuch 
exceſſes of inhumanity. 

This was the concluſion which FU | 
famous Sir Thomas More*, bigh- chan- 


* He was born at London, in the year 1480. 
His merit acquired him ſo great a reputation, 
that Henry VIII. then king of England, employ- 
ed him in many embaſlies, exalted him to the 
| higheſt dignities, and at laſt made him high - 
chancellor of that kin £900, He filled this laſt 


n 
cellor of England, a perſon much leſs re- 
nowned by bis dignities, to which his 
merit alone raiſed him, than by his great 
wit, profound. wiſdom, and conſummate- 
under ſtanding, drew from a like exami- 
nation. This great man having one day 


been preſent at the toilet of a,young la-- 
dy, and having ſeen all the care and trou- 
ble which. it coſt her to put herſelf in or- 


der, Truly, Madam,” faid he to her 
poſt but two years and a half; at the expira- 


tian of which, being well acquainted with the 


violent temper of that prince, and foreſeeing 
the conſequences of his love for Anna Bullen, he 
gave up his place, and retired into the country, 
where he lived with his family in a frugal man- 
ner; his whole income being no more than a 
6 mall eſtate of fifteen hundred pounds a year: 
ſo little ſolioitous had he been of enriching him - 
ſelf in the high ſtations he had poſſ:iſed ! Yer 
his retreat could not preſerve him from thoſe 
misfortunes which he had foreſeen, and hoped 
to: avoid thereby; Providence having decreed, 


that he ſhould fall a martyr to his 2 s 


which he did a ſhort fime after, 
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laughing, but with an air and tone full 
of wiſdom and good ſeuſe, if, after what 
* I have ſeen you ſuffer, God does not 
reward you with one of the beſt places 
in Hell for all your trouble, he will 


4 certainly do you very great injuſtice.” 


LET us add to this fally of wit, which 


is but one of many thouſands that came 
from the mouth of this excellent man, 
who was very fruitful in jeſts, and in ſay- 
ings full of wit and wiſdom, the follow- 


ing ſtory, which he relates in one of his 


works, about an holy hermit, called 
Pambe. This pious man, having been 


ſent for by his biſhop, whoſe name was 
Athanaſe, and having preſently begun 
his journey, met on his road a lady 


moſt magnificently dreſſed, and who, 
by her beauty, drew the attention of e- 
very body. The faint having looked up- 


on her, like the reſt, was ſtruck with 
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aſtoniſhment, and immediately burſt out 
into tears. Thoſe who were near him 
ſeeing him weep in this manner, aſked 
what was the occaſion of his ſadneſs ? 
Ne reaſons,” replied he to them, 
* make me ſhed the tears which ſurprize 
«you; the firſt is, the fatal impreſſion 
„ which this woman makes upon all who 
% Jook upon ber; and the ſecond, the 
grief which penetrates me when I 

think that I have not yet taken, for 

my ſanctification, and for topleaſe God, 
« half the trouble which this woman gives 
© herſelf to pleaſe men.“ 

Ogood Pambe, but you were miſluken 
a you talked in this manner! You,as 
well as that woman, and all who looked 
upon her, were groſsly deceived. If ſhe 
had taken all that pains to deck and ad- 
| juſt herſelf, it was not certainly to pleaſe 
her admirers, who perhaps were quite 
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unknown to her. No; it was to pleaſe. 

Lord Lucifer, whoſe habitation ſhegreat- 
ly wiſhed to dwell in; an ardent deſire, 
to ſatisfy which all the troubles and ſuf- 
ferings which her dreſſing colt her were 
but trifles, as they ate indeed but a pure 
amuſement to all the women who reſem- 
ble her, and whoſe number is. ſo. great 
ia the warld. But let us proceed. 


55 . 
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The fifth place. i in Hell i is occupied by 
the military, | 


X T to the ladies, there are no 
creatures more paſſionate for Hell, 
nor more devoted to it, than the ſoldiery. 
Nothing troubles them, when the ſer vice 
of their good lord and maſter Lucifer is 
in queſtion, and when they can prove 


\ 
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E as. 
their perfect devotion to him. Captiei- 
ty and fetters, priſans and loſs of limbs, 
= re looked upon as fo many badges of 
= bonour. Only examine their faces and 
= their figures; both will declare to. you 
the maſter whom they ſerve, and to whom 
they belong. Their pale complexions, 
their tawny countenances, their tanned 
ſkins, their bodies, which have more the 
air of carcaſes or ſkeletons than human 
figures; their bodies, I ſay, loaded with 
wounds, exhauſted by the labours which 
they have undergone, with diſtempers, 
whichconſumethem, with vermin, which 
gvaw them while alive; with hunger, 
which devours them, with the exceſlive 
| heats which they have been juſt roaſted 
with, the rigorous cold by which they 
have been frozen, notbeing covered with 
any thing but rags: in ſhort, the com- 
fortleſs remainder of a life, which, to the 
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lateſt moment, they are ſtil! ready to . 
crifice, for a poor and wretched ſtipend. 

Theſe miſeries, which we ſee them not 
only bear with courage, but with delight, 
plainly ſhew, that the moſt powerful, the 
moſt predominant of all their paſſions, is 
their defire for the infernal regions. 
Nay, farther to confirm it, hear them 
but ſpeak three ſentences; to each of them 
they add ſome ardent exclamation, by 
- which they, with the utmoſt energy, de- 
clare the deſire they have to go thither; 
ſuch as, The devil take me! the devil 
« ſeize me! the devil choak me! the de- 
«« yil fly away with me!” and many ſuch 
ejaculatory prayers, in' the ſame taſte, 
which very naturally expreſs their ear- 
veſt wiſh to go as ſoon as poſlible to him 
they thus ſo heartily invoke, and almoſt 

wr inſtant, | 
Non are theſe exclamations words of 


S HE U ier 
courſe, deſires in ſpeculation, or a mere 
- wiſhing, unaccompanied with an inten- 
tion of performance. No; on the con- 


trary, they are attended with actions 


which are highly meritorious, and very 

efficacious before Lord Lucifer, to whom 
it is their only care to make their court. 
It is to pleaſe him we ſee them carrying 


on a continual war. with honour, piety, 
religion, with the: inhabitants of Hea- 
ven, as well as earth; in ſhort, with 


God himſelf. It is from theſe motives 


that we every day behoid them robbing 
poor peaſants of their goods and money, 
carrying away their cattle, burning their 


houſes, their ſtables; and their barns, 
with all that they contain; tearing their 
children from them without mercy; 
and violating, even in their very fight, 


their wives, their danghters, and their 


ſervants. With the ſame view it is they 
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exerciſe all kinds of inhumanities, put- 
ting to fire and ſword, without diſtinc- 
tion, the poor defenceleſs cities who 
have no other connexion with the wan 
than that of undergoing theſe diſaſ- 
How many delightful countries, flou- 
riſhing cities, rich towns, lands {before 
and honey, have we ſeen changed, by 
theivſhocking rapines and exceſſes, ſome 


to heaps of aſhes and ruins How ma- 
ny of theſe furies have we ſeen, aiming 
their ſacrilegious rage againſt God him- 
_ ſelf, plunder bis very temples, carry a- 
way all their richeſt ornaments, and e- 
ven crown the whole of theſe impieties, 
by bus ning or demoliſhing them! Laſt- 
ly, proceeding to exceſſes which every 
nation. has with Juſtice looked on as a- 


into ſolitudes and deſarts, and others. „ 
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bominations, ſuch as diſturbing the ve- 


ry dead, violating their burial eeremo- 
nies, forcing their way into the vaults 
and monuments. of princes and of he- 
roes, whoſe names alone, whilſt living, 
made their enemies tremble, robbing 
themevenof theſe laſt diſtinctions, which 
human veneration: for their greatneſs, 


had, after death, adorned them with, 


and conſecrated to their memories, ſuch 
as their golden crowns, the badges of 
their orders, their armour, with their 


Fords, their helmets and atchievements, 


Bearing away the urns of gold or ſilver, 


which had contained their - aſhes or 


their entrails; breaking their coffins o- 
pen, and diſperſing,” with indignity, a- 
bout, the ſad, but truly venerable; re- 


lies of thoſe demizgods on carch . 0 


1 It is to 5 be | bow inthe kiſtary ofthe age . 
| that all theſe horrors have been committed i in. 
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164 THEPRAEFESE. 
Heaven! canſt thou permit theſe hor- 
rors to be acted, and doſt not on the 
very ſpot revenge them! Oh, where 
then ſleeps the lightening and the thun- 
derbolts? But thou haſt left to Luci- 


fer the care of giving to theſe actions 
the reward they deſerve. In fine, as 
it: is for him alone they give themſelves 
up to theſe abominations, which none 
but he could have inſpired them with; 
as it is the inexpreſſible love they bear 


to this infernal monarch, which makes 


them do theſe actions, it is conſequent- 


ly his buſineſs to pay them their deſerts. 
Heaven, than which nothing leſs buſies 


their care, and to obtain which they 


one of the ſtates of an empire, whiqh has never 
been exalted ſince that time, by the armies of 
2 prinee, whoſe flatterers have placed in the 
rank of the greateſt monarchs that have ever 


reigned in Europe, A fine idea which. theſe 


people had of the greatneſs of ſovereigns! | 
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would be very loth to undertake even 
the mereſt trifle, has nothing to obſerve, 
nothing to ſay, repeating all their deeds. 
It is to Lord Lucifer to whom they 
moſt eſpecially belong, to whom they 
are moſt eſpecially devoted, as to their 


worthy and their only maſter, to him, 


I ſay, it is that it belongs to judge of all 
their actions, and conſequently to give 
them in his empire (a zeal for which 
has ever been the motive of theſe acti- 
ons) thoſe dignities -and thoſe apart- 


ments which they perfectly deſerye to 


„ | | b 
Bur, if amongſt the whole body of 
the ſoldiery there is any claſs which 
merits more particular diſtinction, it 
ſurely is that rank of ſubaltern officers 
to which they give the name of Quar- 
ter-maſters; as they are by their poſts 
charged with the care of finding out, 
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preparing, andafligning quarters to the 
_ ſoldiers, there is no art or trick, no 
ſtratagem, no violence, they do not put 
in practice to malte whatever proſit in 
| their power in this part of their buſi- 
neſs. In conſequence of which, when- 
ever theſe ſpungers enter the houſe of 
any man of ſubſtance, they firſt begin 
with telling him a ſrightful ſtory of all 
the miſeries attending a military life, 
aſſuring him they are in want of every 
thing, which only is a civil prologue to 
the ſcurvy play of plundering him, to 
ſerve theſe ſeveral needs. The firſt 
ſcene opens with putting on his-gloves; 
his boots are the next object; then their 
affection fixes on his cloak: theſe being 
obtained, with hat in one hand, and 
piſtol in the other, (the muzzle to his 
breaſt) with a low bow. and all the com- 
plaiſance imaginable, they let him know 


— 
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his life is at ſtake, unleſs he inſtantly de- 
livers up his houſe, and every thing in 
it, to the diſeretion of his company, 
whom he muſt quarter there. The 
frightedgentleman, not indeed much uſeũ 
to ſuch compliments, runs off affright- 
ed; his ſervants follow the example; 

and thus the ſoldier remains ſole maſter 
of the field, 
AxD now, behold his company arriv- 
ed. Plunder is the word, and they be- 
gin at once: a ſearch for keys is need- 
leſs; ſoldiers can break down doors, 
A foot, a hatchet, or any thing that hap- 
pens in their way, will ſerve the turn as 
Vell. With like agility, they make their 
way 'to cloſets, cupboards, chelts'and 
coffers. All- they can find is lawful 


| prize with them: barns, granaries and 


ſtorehouſes, filled with all kinds of corn, 
is noble plunder, In vaults and cellars, 
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to ſtop and pierce the wine ; barrels, 
would be too much trouble: a piſtol 
bullet does the buſineſs at once. The 
better ſort they drink and waſte them - 
ſelves; the common kind ſer ves for 
their trulls and ſtrumpets. | 
Tu ſheep- folds, cow-houſes, and 
e become in the next place a 
ſcene of dreadful butchery of every 
thing at that time worth the killing. 
The reſt is carried off. An equal 
laughter tooamongſt the poultry. Cocks, 
hens, and capons, .turkies, and pullets, 
ducks, drakes and mallar ds, geeſe and 
ganders, are all unmercifully jumbled 
in one common maſſacre; all ſwept a- 
way together, plucked, ſpitted, roaſted, 
broiled and fried, and all devoured, even 
to the very bones; .or ſhould ſome cold 
remains chance to be left, the knapſack 
receives and carries them off, 
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e this dreadful pillage and 


: Jiſorder, the poor affrighted farmer, 
hid in his hay-loft, or in his pigeon · 


houſe, is trembling for his life, which 


he thinks that this riotous crew will 


ſcarcely leave him. He wiſhes,” from 


his heart, that they were gone, though 

with the loſs of every thing he has. But 

they have yet no thought of giving him 
ſo great a ſatisfaction. Their quarters 


are too good to leave ſo ſoon, If they 
do go, it is when they can ſtay no long · 


er there; that is to ſay, when they have 
drank his cellar dry, and left him no- 


thing in bis houſe bur the bare walls; 


and happy may he think himſelf if they 


do not let fire to them when N 80 


away. „ 
"a tell me, „ eee to you 1 


poſe that they commit theſe diſorders? 


Do you think that it is neceſſity forces | 


ve .G 


nne 
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them to all theſe baſe actions? No, 
not at all; it was not ten miles off they 
did the ſame. To- day, and yeſterday, 

to-morrow and the next day, are all 
the ſame to them; all times, all places, 

give them opportunity to exercife the 
ſame pernicious riots, Neceſſity, that 
preſſing motive, might indeed - excule, 
at leaſt might palliate, theſe. exceſſes: 
bur they have not that plea to offer in 
their favour. It is the delight, - the 
joy they find in miſchief; it is the de- 
fire they have to pleaſe and to obey 
Lord Lucifer, who, to reeompence them, 
waits for them a few ſteps off, either 
in ſome ambuſcade, or at the head of 

ſome party of the enemy. It is for a 

kind reception in his kingdom that they 
commit unneceſſary ravage; knowing 

that nothing can pleaſe him more, than 
doing all the miſchief that they can, It 


ILL. in 

| js to obtain From him a favourable pafl⸗ 
port, by virtue of which they are well 
received, and treated with reſpect upon 
the road, as being his friends and favou - 
rites. As far then, as old Charon *. 
can perceive” them coming, he hoiſts 
his ſail, and rows his crazy boat up to 
the landing place, where he muſt take 
them, that they may not wait a moment. 
When they have paſſed over the Styx f, 
which they do in the glance of an eye, 
the kindly paſſport they have got from 
Lucifer produces the ſame effect on 
Cerberusb. This monſter, whoſefright- 
„The barge · man of Hell; the poets have 
given him the employment of tranſporting the 
ſouls of the dead into theſe dreary abodes. 
A river of Hell, which, according to the 
Poets, all ſouls muſt go over after death, before 
8 they reach the place appointed for them. 
A monſtrous: and huge dog with three 


| heads, to whom the poets have given the * 
of „ paſſages of Hell. 


* 9 
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ful triple throat, with his terrible roar-. 
ing, frights:all other ſinners; this mon- 
ſter, I ſay, knowing them to be his maſ-. 
ter's friends, far from barking at them, 
comes, on the contrary, to meet them, 
and teſtifies to them the ſatisfaction he 
has in ſeeing them arrive ſafe, and in ſo 
large a number, by his leaping, wagging 
his tail, his cries of joy, his capers, and 
-ahundredother careſſes. The Furies *, 
thoſe mercileſs monſters, who favour. 
BO body, and whoſe uſual employment. 
is to torment the ſouls of the dead; the 
Furies, L ſay, give them the moſt. gra- 
cious reception poſſible, compliment 
| them, upon their arrival, embrace them, 
1 treat them ike their worthy bre-. 


— 


* 


* 


* The 2oddefics of Hell, There are PER 

14 in Wee and are bamed Alecto; Megæra and 
Tyſiphone. The poets have ſuppoſed them 
13 to poſſeſs in Hell the anne of 8 
1 « the wicked, 
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thren: they open x the gates of Tarte 
rus to them, and give to the Quarter- 


| maſters here the care of appointiag to 


every one of their ſoldiersthe Ons 


which they deſerve. 


ao dc d deb (HER 7 
-c H A N XI. 


> We « occupies the Gxth and laſt place 


© Hell. A picture of Euvy. 


" BT us place the Enviousehere, i in 

| the laſt elaſs of the friends ang 
martyrs of Lucifer. What dreadful 
torments do not theſe people ſuffer while 
upon earth for to render themſelves 
worthy of him! Jealous of the leaſt 


proſperity,” of the moſt middling for- 1 5 


+The very dungeon of Hell, in which, ac · 
cording. the poets, the ſouls of wicked perſons 
were tormented with all ſorts of- Posiſhments, 


according to their erimes. 
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tune, of the leaſt ſucceſs that others 
have, we ſee them imitate their infer- 
nal mother, whoſe picture an ancient 
and elegant poet has drawn ſo hide- 
| ous, but very true, in the e 
verſes. 


Livid and meagre were her looks; her eye 

In foul diſtorted glances turn'd awry; 

An hoard of gall her inward parts poſſeſs'd, 

And ſpread a greenneſs o'er her canker'd breaſt: 

Her teethwere brown with ruſt, and from me 

tongue 

8 In danglihg drops the e poiſon hang, 

She never ſmiles but when the wretched weep; 

Nor lulls her malice with a moment's ſleep, 

Rellleſs in ſpite; while, watchful to deſtroy, 

She pines and ſickens at another's joy: 

Foe to herſelf, diſtreſſing and diſtreſt, 

She bears her own tormentor in her breaſt, 

— — —Where ſhe ſteers, 

Her baneful courſe, a mighty blaſt appears, 

Milde ws and blights; the meadows are defac d, 

The fields, the flowers, and the whole your 
laid waſte: 1 t 
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on mortals next, and peopled towns ſhe falls, 


And breathes a burning plague amongſt their 


Tuts is truly a picture of the envi- 
ous, drawn from the life. N This is the 
life which they lead upon earth. Theſe 
are the excellent and worthy fruits 
their labours yield. Do they not well 
deſerve then after death ro be rewarded 
with aplace in Hell, near to their dread- 
fu] mother? 1 e 

We may conclude from all this, that 
Hell is ſurely a great bleſſing, decauſe, 
as we have proved, the world in gene- 
ral defire it fo paſſionately, and eren 
ſabject themſelves with pleaſure, iu 
hopes of gaining it, to every thing that 
human nature can undergo moſt pain- 
ful; in ſhort; to every thing that ſhe. 
could poſſibly ſuffer; to obtain the moſt 


8 ſupreme happineſs, _ 
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WKY (oC UOPEUN 
* H A 2 XII. 


| The enccllnas of Hell with a to 
ny good neighbourhood. 


MONGST the great a of 
reaſons which make men prefer 
the - ling of Hell to any other what- 
ſoe ver, I doubt not that one of the moſt 
principal is the precious advantage it has 

of being in a good neighbourhood. 

In ſhort, there is not in this world any 
inconvenience, any ſituation, ſo diſa- 
greeable, as that of being in a. bad neigh - 
bourhood. It 'was from that reaſon, 

that the Jews, who are the meſt ancient 
nation at this day ſubſiſting inthe world, 

have reckoned it amongſt the curſes 
they beſtowed on their enemies, a mis- 
fortune, which they look on as one of 
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A 8 that ever cams out ol Pan- 
dora's box *; Nay, ſo certain, ſo evi- 
dent is this truth, that the kingdoms, 
ſtates; and empires of the world might 
flatter themſelves with an eternalproſpe- 
rity, was it not for the deſolation and 
deſtruction which is brought on the 
greateſt part of them, from their having 
wicked and evil neighbours. A good 
neighbourhood has ſuch advantages, and 
carries ſuch ſatisfaction with it, that it. ay 
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* An admirable woman, formed by Vulcan. 
The poets ſay, that ſhe had received ſome 
perfection from each of the gods. Jupiter, 
enraged againſt Prometheus, who had ſtolen 

fire from heaven to animate the man which he 
had made, ſent Pandora down to earth with a 
fatal box, which Epimetheus, the brother of 
Prometheus, opened, and immediately flew 

out from it every kind of diſeaſe and mis fortune _—_ 
which has ever ſince tormented the world. ji. 
'There remained only hope, which was. found 
at che bottom of the fatal bor. 
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_ infinitely increaſes the delight of any 
dwelling, however delightful” in itſelf, 
On this acconnt it is, that Cato adviſes 
every one who is about to purchaſe any 
_ poſſeſſion, to take care, above all things, 
toinformand ſatisfy himſelf of the worth 
= and character of thoſe who live around 
it, Nor was this ineſtimable advantage 
unknown or unnoticed by thoſe who 
lived even long before him: for we 
read, in ancient hiſtory, that The- 
miſtocles, that celebrated Athenian ge- 
neral, having put up one of his houſes 
io ſale, took great care to give informa- 
ion to thoſe who had any deſire to buy 
it, by the public cryer, that is was ſitu- 
ated 1 in a good neighbourhood, = 
Now this we can aflure you is the 
caſe of Hell; and can produce to you, 
as authorities of the truth of our afſer= 
tion, a ſet 'of people, whoſe teſtimony 


O F H E 1 


will certainly not be diſputed, ſince they 


have been looked on as infallible, not 
only with regard to this point, but in 
ſeveral others. Theſe are the grave 


and irrefragable doctors of divinity; who. 
have all aſſured us, with as much bold- 
neſs and certainty, as if they had them- 


ſelves ſeen it, that the frontiers of the 


infernal empire are inhabited by people 
of the moſt quiet; the moſt pacific diſ- 
poſitions in the world, and the moſt in- 
capable of breeding any kind of miſchief, 
doing even the ſmalleſt injury, or gi- 
ving the very fighteſt offence to their 


neighbours. 


Ap now, I know you are going 
eagetly to aſk me, which is the delight- 


ful country, where ſo mueh quiet, ſo 

much ſweetneſs reigns? I anſwer, in 

a word, it is Purgatory, A country, as 

it is ſaid, inhabited by children who 
8 6 
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| have died yet unregenerate; by which 
you may conceive it is the habitation of 
innocence and candour; perfections, 
it is much, if we ever meet wich here on 
Tu learned writers, who have gi- 
ven us a deſcription of that country, 
aſſure us, it was formerly inhabited, 
during the ſpace of four thouſand years, 
by pious and ſaered perſons, who nei- 
ther were leſs quiet, nor leſs innocent. 
Bur, that, at the end of that time, they 
quitted this habitation to go to a much 
better one, where,.notwithſtanding, they 
have ſtill remained to keep up a friendly 
correſpondence. with the inhabitants of 
Hell, their former neighbours. The 
truth of this relation we alſo further 
learn, from the account of the wicked 
rich man we haye before mentioned; in 
which we find chat one of the ancient 
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whabitants of Purgatory, in ſpeaking to | 
| him, gives him even the tender name - || 
Son. Nor can we at all doubt, that, 
inimitation of theſe ſacred perſons, their | 
ſucceſſors, the new inhabitants of Pur- 
gatory give alſo to their neighbours 
the ſweet- and tender-titles. of Papa and x 
Mama, as we behold the little Found - = 
logs do to thoſe who tall to or on | 


e 
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LOAD. XIII. ; 
The unſpeakable utility of Hell. 


UT, if the peace and 000d agree · 7 

ment which is maintained by the by 
inhabitants of Hellwiththeir neighbours | 
increaſes the worth of the place, it ſure - 2 
y has ſeyeral other properties which no FT | 
leis add to it. One of the firſt which pre KB 
ſents itſelf to the mind is its uſefulneſs, 
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Tux greateſt part of the works of 
men, particularly thoſe which moſt ex- 
cite our admiration, are rather monu- 
ments of their vanity and oftentation, 
than uſeful works. Recall to mind thoſe 
celebrated pyramids of Egypt, of which 
we hear ſo much boaſting; aſk thoſe e- 
normous heaps of ſtone, placed in the 
midſt of defarts, whoſe tops feem to reach 
ihe very clouds, and for the building 
which three or four hundred thouſand 
workmen were for ſcores of years em- 
ployed; ; aſk them, 1 ſay, of what uſe they 
are; what purpoſethey haveeveranſwer- 
ed? It is a point the ancienteſt hiſtori- 
ans have never told, and what the mo- 
dern ones will never be able to inform us 
of: ſhould they not then be looked on 
26 ridiculous monuments of the vanity 
of thoſe who built them ? as labours e- 
qually uſeleſs and * 


Lax us in the next place caſt our eyes 
upon that famous obeliſk of Semiramis, 
which was an hundred and fifty feet in 
height, and four and twenty in circum- 
ference: it was of one ſingle ſtone, and 

that ſtone had been cut in the mountains 
of Armenia. Now, how many artiſts, 
how many labourers, how many machines, 
muſt there have been employed, to cut, 
to model, to draw this huge maſs of ſtone? 
How many carriages and horſes to drag 
it even to the river's ſide, where'i it was 
to be embarked? How many floats and 
barges maſt be uſed to tranſport it from 
| that place to Babylon, where it was to 
be, and was erected in one of the ſquares 
of that large and magnificent city? And 
for what purpoſe, pray, was all this im- 
menſe expence? Only for a moment to 
amuſe the curioſity of paſſengers: to have 


the childiſh pleaſure of hearing all the | 
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boobies of that age and country” cry out 
with aſtoniſhment: · See, there's an e- 
« normous ſtone ?? Would not a good 
hoſpital, well-endowed,. either for poor 
 or-fick, for aged, for orphans, or for in · 
valids; an hoſpital, whoſe foundation 
would ſurely not have eoſt one half of 
the expence it did to erect this maſs. of 
ſtone, quite uſeleſs to the Baby lonians, 
been of a thouſand times the ad vantage 
to that nation, and done far more honour 
to Semiramis? 
Wu Ar more can be ſaid of te 5M 
folly, which, notwithſtanding the anci- 
ents have called it one of the wonders of 
tte world, I mean that Coloſſal ſtatue of 
braſs, which the Rhodians erected at the 
mouth of their port * and was of ſo 
* Pliny and Zonarus relate, chat it was ſe · 
venty feet in height: It was the workmanſhip 


of Charles of Lendos, and was caſt down by an 
earthquake. Theſe hiſtorians ſay, that there 
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great a ſize, that the largeſt veſſels could . 
go betwixt its-legs, in full fail; one of 
which was fixed on each of the two moles 
which formed the entrance of the har- 
bour, Tell me, for Heaven's ſake, of 
what uſe could this huge piece of work 
be to the Rhodians, which muſt have 
coſt them ſuch vaſt ſums? None at all: 


unleſs they ſet it up on purpoſe toterrify 
iheir children, as the mothers, maids and 


nurſes. do at this time, wich the ſtories 
5 of giants and witches. 


were but few people able to elaſp a i its 
thumb; and that each of its fingers were lar- 

zer 55 many whole ſtatues, Its fall diſco- 
vering fome of its cavities, there were found! ma- 
ny large ſtones in them; where with the ſkilful 
workman had contrived ſo to poiſe and coun - 
terballance the weight of the ſtatue, as to ren · 
der it-intirely firm againſt all the attaeks of any 
ſtorm whatſoever. As it could not be erected 
again, it was broke to pieces, and the metal 
whereof it was compoſed, being ſent to be meld · 
ed again, loaded three hundred camels. 


A 
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TE fame queſtion. may alſo be aſked 
in regard to that famous labyrinth of 
Crete; another of the wonders of the 
world; or, rather, a wonder of fooliſh- 
_ neſs; which the poets have left us ſome 
| pompous deſcriptions-of, A work that 
muſt have coſt king Minos, by. whoſe or- 
ders it was built, vaſt ſums of money. 
And, after all, for what purpoſe? Why 
truly, to encloſe a monſter ; which, for 
the honour of that prince, and ſtill more 
ſo, for that of his wife, onght to have 
been ſtrangled at its birth, rather than 
kept, in this pompous manner; to render 
heir infamy immortal, Here is what 
Ovid "ge about it; 


Now „ Minds; 10 os \ tha Cretan ſhore, 

| Performs his vows to Jove's protecting pow'r. 
An hundred bullocks of the largeſt breed, 

With flowrets crown'd, before his altars bleed; 


o r L E L. L. 1 
Whilſt rrophiesof the angabe. 3 | 
| far, 1 
Adorn the palace with the ſpoils af mae. : 
Mean while the monſter of a human beat. 
His family's reproach and ſtain, increas'd. 
His double kind the rumour ſwiftly ſpread, 
And evidenc'd the mother's beaſtly deed. . 
When Minos, willing to conceat the ſhame _ 
That ſprung from the reports of tattling fame, 
Reſolves a dark incloſure to provide, 
And, far from ſight, the two-form'd cords 
hide, 
Great Dzdalus of Athenk was the man 
That made the- -draughts, and form'd the won 
drous planz , _ | 
Where rooms within themſelves indrdled a 
With various windings to diceive the eye. 
| As ſoft Meander's wanton current plays, 
Where through the n fields he looſely 
ſtrays; Fe 
nad and forward rolls the dimpled tide, 
See ming at once two diff 'rent ways to glide; 
Whillt circling ſtreams their former banks ſur- | 
vey, | 
And waters paſi ſucereding 1 waters fees : 


Now floating to the ſea with downward courſe; 
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Now-pointing upward to its ancient ſource : 

Such was the work, ſo intricate the place, 

That ſcarce the workman all its turns ald 
„ 

And Dædalus was puzzled fibw to-find' 

The ſecret ways of what himſelf aefign'd. i 

Theſe private walls the Minotaur include, 

Who. twice Was glutted with Athenian blood. 


Ovid, b. 8. v. 152: 


Huw: will you not agree with me, 
| that he muſt have been worſe than a fool 
to cauſe ſo magnificent an edifice as this 


to be built, only to encloſe. a: monſter, 


for which the moſt frightful priſon, the 
darkeſt and moſt loathſome dungeon had 
been too good? In ſhort, if Minos, who, 
in other reſpects, was really a very good 
7 king, had never-been guilty of any other 


folly in his whole life but this, it muſt 


certainly have been more than ſufficient _ 
to haxe entitled him to a Place in thei in- 


fernal regions. 


— 
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|. :From all theſe premiſes then we may 
cnt that the moſt part of thoſe 
| things, which we are apt the moſt, to ad- 

mire, are very often nothing elſe but 
mere ſuperfluous works. 
Bur this cannot be ſaid of Hell: for- 
belides that he by whom it was founded 
can make nothing uſeleſs, this is, perhaps; 
of all his works, the one which is of the 
greateſt advantage to the world. Inſhott, | 
its being ordained to ſerve as a dungeon 
for the impious and wicked, who there 
are to experience, for ever, the ſeveri- 
ty and rigour of his divine juſtice, is but 
the ſmaller part of itsdiſtinction: it ſerves 
alſo to inſpire and keep up piety in the 
world. You muſt know, and cannot a- 
void obſerving every day with your own | 
eyes, the corruption of the world, at this 
time, to be arrived at ſo high a pitch, that 
although we have almoſt conſtantly be- 


. — on = IR 
* 


— a - a = 
TILE; — N 2 — — — —— — — — * 


pillories, and a thouſand other inſtru- 
ments of judicial puniſhment, yet all theſe 
do not prevent the daily, the hourly 


commiſſion of the erimes which deſerve 
theſe chaſtiſements; and as there would 
be no longer any ſafety upon the earth, 


if theſe ſcare · crow employments, which 


juſtice has ſer up to keep the wicked 
within bounds; to, if you were to de- 
prive men of the dread which they have, 
and ought to have, of Hell, they would 
become the fierceſt of all ſavages; and 
every man would be obliged to follow 
the example of that monarch, who was 
called the Iron Prince, from never put- 


ting off his fuit of armour, which was of 


that metal: for, without ſome defence 
of that kind, it would be quite impoſſible 
to ſtir out of doors, or even ſhew our 


heads out of a window, for fear of be- 


| ged for it. Far, as Horace ſays, 


2 N an. 
ing ſhot by ſome wretch: if therefore 
we perccive ſtill ſome ſmall remains of 


probity or virtue, of piety or humanity, 


in the world, it is to Hell, and the ſalu- 
tary fear which it inſpires, we are obli- 


— 


The land. of hen en; rillios 


Mw. 1 _ 1 oy nil . * 
a truth; which, however inconteſtible, 


may perhaps appear ſurprizing, nay, e- 
ven ſearcely be believed with ſome; and 


that i is, that this fear makes a more live- 
ly impreſſion on the hearts of men than 


either the charms of virtue, or the great 
rewards themſelves promiſed to thoſe 
who practiſe it, commonly do. It has 
been ſaid, that the fear of correction 
keeps flaves to their duty; but we are, 


a” 


in this Webbing an. Sadie times Wbt 


than llaves, mere aſſes, who cannot be 


drove onwards in the roadof virtue, with- 


out being ſpurred up-continually with 
the - horrors of . thoſe infernal puniſh- 
ments, Which we cannot eſcape, if we 
ſtray from it. Since Hell then is pro- 
ductive of ſo much good, can we, with- 


out injuſtice, -or .even without ingrati- 


| rude, refuſe to- it the praiſes which are 
its due? Is not this praiſe a duty laid up- 


on us, and which we deſerve HE 


: 


— 


for any failure in? 
Ir is related of the emperor Charles 


V. who was no leſs valuable for his lore 


of juſtice, than for the vaſt number of 


his famous atchievements, that one day 
going by a gallows, he ſaluted it, by 
pulling off his hat; and bowing reſpect- 

fully, he ſpoke to it in thefe words, O 
noble juſtice, all bail!” And this he 


— 
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did from a full perſuaſion, that the very 
ſight would debar the wicked from the 


commiſſion of their crimes. Now, if this 


ſingle reaſon · was ſufficient to induce ſo 
great an emperor to treat that too] of ig- 
nominy with ſo much reſpect,. what ye- 
neration ſhould we not conceive for Hell, 
which, beſides its being the great tribu- 
nal of God's juſtice upon the wicked af- 
ter death, is, during life, one of the moſt 
powerful: ſpurs for men, to excite them 
to the practice of virtue? Should we not, 
every time we hear its name mentioned, 
every time that we think on it, every 
time any image of it is preſented to our 
view, ſhould we not, I fay, after the ex- 
.ample of that great emperor, take off 


our hats reſpectfully, and pay it every 


kind of honour poſlible? Let us, with re- 

gard to this, imitate-thoſewell-bred chil- 

dren, whom their preceptors teach to kiſs 
Vol. I. 9 - i 8 
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the rod wherewith they have been cha- 
ſtiſed, as being the inſtrument of their 
amendment. Let us in like manner, kiſs 
the images of Hell, and tenderly em- 
brace all thoſe who tell us of it, ſince 
it is in this world the principal and ſource 
of ours. | 

Tu RE is no one (except the greateſt 
libertine) but muſt admire the wiſe e ſta- 
bliſhment which the wealthy and famous 
city of Amſterdam has made of an houſe 
of correction, which, in their language, 
they call Beeter-Huys: a houſe almoſt 
wonderful, aud which is daily working 
the moſt extraordinary miracles. In 
ſhort, however debauched, however wic- 
ked, however abandoned, are the per- 
ſons put into it, ſcarcely have they ſpent 
a few months in ir, but they are found 
to throw by all their extravagancies, and 
become almoſt ſo many Cato's. Nay, 
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why ſhould I ſay thoſe who are in it ? 


Even the very ſmell of this improving 
houſe, ſpreads ſuch an healthful odour 


through the public, that ſometimes it has 


been found ſufficient for the reclafming 
of a youth juſt entering oa the firſt ita- 
ges of immorality, only to name it to him: 
2 wonderful effect, without doubt; but 
which is nothing in compariſon with that 
which ſhould be wrought on us only by 


the name of Hell, which is a more per- 
fect Beeter-Huys: wherefore Solomon 


has ſaid to us, © My ſon, in all that thou 
*« doſt, have Hell before thine eyes, and 
thou ſhalt not fin,” | 


* 
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Of the ſurprizing wonders which are to 
- be ſeen in Hell. 


E have as yet only reached the en- 

| trance of the ouiſide of this diſ- 

mal abode, and viewed the objects within 

ĩt only at a diſtance; let us therefore ad- 

- vance a little nearer, and ſurvey the in- 

terior part of it, to ſee what paſſes there, 

and what 1s to be met with molt remark- 
Able. 


Ar the firſt ſtep we take, we ſhall be 


obliged to confeſs, that he who has crea- 
ted Hell, has alſo aflembled in it ſuch a 


number of wonders, as are not to be met 
with throughout the whole world, and 
which it is quite impoſhble for man to 


imitate, Although they have employed 
| - 


EI — Ä ra 9 , 5 
— . x: 7 —_ r oy 
- g — 8 F 2 
5 . > 18 8 : . N 12 oF; BY IFC we 33 5 
2 2 . D n 5 78 VCC . - 
; 1 * * n S Oe Boy r OY be 2 . OED th ——T—[ þ 
a a * > 4 : » 2 Me a r 5 e \ Tak Cy 8 
: ls ccc v by 0 
9 


F 
Te PF A On mc nag 


L m7 


themſelves through a long ſeries of ages 
to compoſe all ſorts of fire- works; nay, 
though, in theſe our days, we have 
brought that art to a degree of per ffec · 
tion which appears admirable to us; yet, 
what are all theſe artificial fires in com- 
pariſon with that of Hell? Boaſt as we 
will, with all the exaggerations poſlible,— 
the violence and fury of the flames of Et- 
na, Hecla, Veſuvius, and all the other 
burning mountains through the univerſe; 
ſay what we pleaſe of fires kindled and 
fupported in furnaces and forges: not 
to mention, that the violence and viva- 
city of their heat cannot be carried be- 
yond a certain degree, I need but aſk, if 
there has ever yet, orever will be, found , 
a fire to laſt, even for many days, with- 
out the application of freſh fuel? 

Wir nour doubt, you will anſwer me, 


the thing is impoſible; that no artificer, 
2 
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philoſopher, or chymiſt, however ſkilful, 


has ever yet difcovered, or ever can diſ- 


cover, ſuch a ſecret. All this I know.. 


as well as you, and even can inform you, 


that an attempt to find it would be to no 


purpoſe. And yet this ſecret, which all 


the induſtry, and all the ſagacity of hu- 
man underſtanding, which even Nature, 
all ſurpriſing as the is throughout her 
works, not only never could, but never 
will be able to produce, is but the very 
leaſt of all thoſe wonders which you ſee 
as ſoon as you enter the gates of Hell. 
Such is that fire which has from its crea- 
tion ever burnt there, and ſhall burn for 
ever, without freſh fuel. Thisisamongſt 
thoſe wonders: we never can admire e- 
nough ; but it is not the only one, for 


this miraculous fire affords us many o- 


thers, which are as wonderful, 
Taz fire we have on earth, although 
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it is but a very imper fect image of that 


in Hell, yet it deſtroys, diſſolves, con- 


ſumes, and turns to aſhes whatever it ex- 
ereiſes its actide power upon. Trees, 
foreſts, houſes, towns, it makes the ob- 
jets of its favage, and devours and con- 


ſumes them all. Nothing like this in the 


mfernal fire: for though it iz a thouſand 
times hotter, and more furious, than all 
thoſe of the world put together, or even 
than imagination's ſelf can paint, yet nei - 
ther its heat nor fury can reach to any 
thing but fouls; which it burns without 
conſuming them, and which it ſhall ſtill 
burn eternally; nor can they ever paſs 
theſe limits which have been preſcribed 
them. 


Now this is ſo cal a fact, hd ſo in- 


codteſtable, that though the place the 


omiſh church calls Purgatory, in which 


they ſay ſouls remain till they have ex- 
H 4 - | 
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punged the ſtains which they have ever 
borne; although, I ſay, this Purgatory 
1s ſeparated from Hell; according to ſome 
of the writers of that-communion, only 
by a ſpider's web, or, according to others, 


with walls of paper, which formthe boun- 


daries and roof of it, yet do the ſouls 
which are encloſed in it remain in per- 
fect ſeeurity. They apprehend not that 
the devouring flames which are felt in 
their neighbourhood will conſume the 
ſlender thin partition that ſeparates them 
from it. Nor do they fear in the leaſt 


that their inſupportable heat ſhould reach 


to them; in ſhort, they are-as eaſy on 
this point, as if this light diviſion, which 


in appearance is moſt combuſtible, had 


been dipped in the venom of Salaman- 


ders , which might have power to ex- 


An inſect of the lizard kind, whereof got 
only the bite, but the very ſpittle, is mortal. 
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tinguiſh all the heat. In this particular, 
the infernal flames may be compared to 
thoſe. wandering lights which we often 
ſee in the ſummer, flying about on the 
ſea and land, and. which our philoſophers 
call Corpo Santo, and mariners diſtin- 
guiſh by the name of Saint Helmo, which 
often ſettle on the ſkins of animals; on 
the cloathes and bodies of travellers; 
on the maſts, ſails, cordage, and ſides of 
ſhips: and there burn out without doing 
the leaſt harm. So it is with regard to 
the ſouls in Purgatory, which, however 
ſurrounded, and as it were enveloped, 


Its venom is of fo cold a nature, that it differs. 
very little in its effect from that of the aconite. 
From the writings of the ancients, with reſpe& 
to it, it was for a long time thought, that this 
animal lived in fire. The occaſion of this opĩ- 
nion has certainly been its throwing out a li- 
quid from its body of ſo cold a nature as to 
put out a fire, if not. very violent. 
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with the deyouring flames of Hell, are 
not on that account at all the hotter : 
a wonder, in which Heaven makes her juſ- 
tice moſt conſpicuous; which ought todo, 
and conſequently does place a great odds 


between the torments deſtined for the 
puniſhment of crimes; and thoſe which 


only ſerve to expiate ſuch weakneſſes as 
are inſeparable from human nature. 
© AnoTaxx quality of our terreſtrial 
fire is, that it carries along with it a cer- 
tain ſplendor, greater or leſs, in propor- 
tion to its ſize and vivacity. This light, 
this brilliancy, will even ſhew itſelf in 
the moſt trifling ſparks, in the ſmalleſt 
particles of this element. But this is not 


the caſe with the flames of Hell, how 


lively, how devouring foever they may 
be. They are a gloomy, black, and 
diſmal fire, which caſt not the leaſt light. 
Wherefore, our holy writings often name 


OT R tad 
Hell The place of darkneſs, and Luci- 
fet the prince of darkneſs. This remark 
ſhews us a ſingularity between the bleſſed 
and the damned, which carries with it 
ſomething ſarprizing in reſpect to both. 


In ſhort, the former in Heaven (at leaſt 


as they have been repreſented to us) are 
cireled round with a reſplendent and en- 


lightening flame, which has been called 


a Glory, but which neither burns them 
nor conſumes them; whilſt the latter, 
by the juſt reverſe of this, though in the 


midſt of flames, which are continually. 


devouring them, enjoy not the leaſt ſpark 
of any light, as Saint Gregory afluresus, 
who ſaw, and who has left us many voy: 
fine viſions on that head. 

EAasTLY, another quality of our fire 
is, to give heat toal[thoſe who come near 
it. Whilſt, on the contrary, that of Hell, 
even while it burns the damned, produ- 
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ces on them an. effect. directly oppoſite; 


and cauſes them ſometimes to experience 
ſo ſevere a cold as often makes them 
ſhudder, and gnaſh their teeth together, 
like perſons in the cold fit of an ague, 
or the inhabitants of the frozen regions 
of the north. All theſe truths, which 
are indeed atteſted to us in the holy wri- 
tings, have alſo been repeated by that 
great and celebrated African Doctor, 
whom the Romiſh church has placed a- 
mongſt the number of her ſaints and fa- 
thers, and looks upon as one of her ora- 
cles. © The Almighty,” ſays he, fore- 


«« ſeeing What would happen, created at 


the beginning of the world the fire of 
« Hell very different from ours, in that, 
being once kindled, it never ſhall go 
out. There is no need that men, or 
« angels, or the devils themſel ves, ſhould 


« ſtir it up, or add freſh wood, or any 


oF HELL us 


« other combuſtible, to keep it up. Is 
„burns without conſuming, or caſting 
« the ſmalleſt light: in ſhort, it is won- 
« derful, and worthy of the wrath of 
« God, who kindled it for to exerciſe 
« and ſatisfy his juſtice.” But let us con- 
tinue to run over all the other miracles 
of. this abode. 


ODA ODA Dx IDO 
The impoſlibility of getting out of Hell. 


HE famous labyrinth in the iſland 

of Crete is much ſpoken of in 
ancient hiſtory, which we not long ſince 
gave you ſome idea of from the deſcrip- 
tion left us by one of the moſt elegant 
poets of antiquity. It was, as we have 
ſeen, a large and magnificent building, 
conſtructed in ſuch a manner, that when 
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2 perſon once entered it, there was no 
manner of difficulty in the going thro? 
every part of it, But if he wanted to 
get out of it, and was for that purpoſe de- 
firous of re- treading his ſteps again, in- 
ſtead of being able to get to the door 
he came in at, he only wandered about 


more and more, deceived by the near 


reſemblance of the windings, avenues, 
and buildings, ſo that it was not poſſible 
for him ever to find again the way he 
came in. So it is with the infernal ha- 
bitation. Nothing is eaſier than to 
get into it. An hundred and an hun- 
dred gates, always open, are ready at all 
ſeaſons to receive whoever preſent 
themſelves. Without having any need 
for a guide, you may run through eve- 
Ty nook and corner of it without any 
obſtacle; but if the perſons once get in 
ſhould deſire to get out again, as often 
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happens, it proves a real labyrinth ro 
them, from which it is impoſſible to e- 
ſcape. For, as the prince of Latin 
poets ſays, | 

Smooth lies the road to Pluto's gloomy ſhade, 
And Hell's black gates for ever ſtand Oy; 


But 'tis a long unconquerable pain 
To climb to theſe etherial realms again, 


Virg, Eneid, Lib. 4+ 


To no o purpoſe may we make all imagi- 
nary attempts for that; in vain tread o- 
ver all our ſteps again. The more we 


advance, the more we go aſtray: in 


vain try to mark veſtiges of thoſe who 
have gone before us in this vaſt habita- 


tion. Like the road to the lion's den in 


the fable, we ſee the tootſteps of thoſe 
who have come in, but not a ſingle one 


of any per ſon, who ever has got out a- 


gain, There ſhall you not meet one 
charitable ſoul to put you on your way; 
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no miſtreſs, no Ariadne * procuring for 
her Theſeus the means of getting out 
of this dark. dwelling. Not Lucifer 
himſelf, though you ſhoald promiſe him 
to ſacriſice every day three hundred bulls, 
would lend you even the leaſt of his 
imps to aſſiſt you to get out. 

In vain may it be alledged, to weak - 
en this truth, that Hercules found means 
to get out of this gloomy place; and e- 
ven carry Cerberus along with him; 
that Eneas, with the aſſiſtance of the 
golden branch, and led by the old Cu- 
mæan ſybil, took the ſame journey to 
ſee his father. That Orpheus made 

* A daughter of Minos, king of Crete, who, 
falling in love with Theſeus, gave him a clue 
of thread, by the means of which, he found 
his way out of the labyrinth, after having kill. 
ed the Minotaur. In return, he carried off 


this princeſs, whom he afterwards abandoned 
in the iſland of Naxos. 


GE us 
his way to it whilſt living, to go and ſeek 
his dear and fair Euridice , who was re- 
ſtored to him, thanks to the charins of 
his voice, and the ſweet harmony of his 
lyre; a favour which, however, his 
violent exceſs of love occaſioned him to 
reap no benefit from. To this I an- 
ſwer, that all the world now know, that 
theſe pretended miracles are nothing 
but fables, with which the poets for 
two thouſand years amuſed mankind; 
and which for a long time paſt have 


+ The ancient poets have ſaid, that he was' 
the ſon of Apollo: that the rivers ceaſed to 

run; trees and rocks were animated to go 
to liſten to him; and the wildeſt animals be- 
came tame at the ſound of his voice. His 
grief for the loſing his wife the ſecond: time, 
made him grow an enemy to all, women, 


lived, to ſuch a rage againſt him, that they 
tore him to pieces, 
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had no other uſe amongſt us, but 
to amuſe the lads in ſchools and col- 
Ir is true, that it has alſo been rela- 
ted (for at no period of the world have 
there been wanting tale-makers and en- 
thufiaſts) that a certain emperor F,a very 
good man, and a certain woman, whom 
they have named Falconilla, although 


$ M, Ulpius Trajanus, one of the beſt prin- 
ces that the Roman empire evet had. He ſuc- 
ceeded Nerva, reigned twenty years, and died 
lamented by the whole empire. It is ſaid, that 
ſaint Gregory the po pe, who lived above four 
hundred and fifty years after the death of the 
etnperor, ſeeing one day a ſtatue, which repre- 
Tented him, alighting from on horſeback, al 
though in very great haſte to depart on a mi- 
litary expedition, to do juſtice to a woman 
who demanded it of him, was ſo affected with 
this act of equity, that he begged of God to re 
leafe the foul of this prince out of Hell; which 
was granted him, but upon condition, that he 
ſhould make no more ſuch requeſts, 


HELL i 
ey both died in paganiſm, did, after 
having continued ſome time with Luci- 
fer, obtain permiſſion to leave his king- 
dom at the interceſſion of a certain ſaint, 
and to go, as it is faid, into the celeſti- 
al glory, It is alſo true that according 
to the belief of the church of Rome, 
not only the popes, cardinals, archbiſnops 
aud biſhops, but alſo every little prieſt 
or monk, boaſts of the right of releafs 
ing as many ſouls as he chuſes out of 
Purgatory, which, as we have ſhewn, is 
the antichamber of Hell; an anticham- 
ber, which, by the account they give 
of it, muſt have two doors, one, thro? 
which they bring out thoſe bleſſed ſouls 
which they think fit to ſend up to Hea- 
ven; and another, at which<they ſend 
in the new comers, who are to occupy 
the vacant places. But as the other 
ſects of the chriſtian religion adopt not 
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this doctrine of tranſmigration, but, n 
the contrary, look on it as a fable, in- 
vented only to put money into the poc- 
kets of thoſe who urge its belief, this o- 
pinion, whether true or falſe, will not 
in the leaſt weaken that general law. 
eſtabliſhed againſt all the inhabitants of 
Hell, and which condemns them to re- 
main there for ever. The only ex- 
ception which has been ever made to 
che law was, according to the opinion 
of every chriſtian, in favour of our bleſſ- 
ed Redeemer, who, like another Ds 
dalus, is the only one who has ever 
been able to get out from this labyrinth, 
wherefrom he returned upon this earth, 
where he dwelt forty days longer, at 
the. expiration of which, cleaving, like 
an eagle, the immenſe ſpaces of the air, 
aſcended on the wings of his immortali- 
ty, to that heavenly abode, which he. 
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had not-quitted but to perform the great 
maſter- work of our redemption. This 
is the only inſtance; and had you as ma- 
ny eyes as Argus f had formerly, and 
thoſe a thouſand times redoubled, I de- 


fy you to find any body who ever did 
the like. 


"+ Son of Acaſtor. The poets ha ve nes | 


him an hundred eyes, ninety-eight of which 
were always open, whilſt the others ſucceſſive - 


ly were cloſed in ſleep. He was choſen by Ju- 


no to watch Io, whom Jupiter was in love with, 
and had transformed into a cow, to preſerve 
her from the jealouſy of that goddeſs. Mer- 
cury made him fall aſleep by the ſound of his 
Pipe, and killed him by Jupiter's command. 
Juno, to reward the fidelity of his ſpy, chan- 
ged him into a peacock, whoſe circular ſpots of 
gold, green and blue, ſpread in the tail, re- 
preſented theſe hundred eyes. 


; r 
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Sende Sega 


CHA P. XVI, 
Of the extent f Hell. 


V ER Y perſon, who has had 

the curioſity to travel to Japan, 
tell us, that the priſons in that coun- 
ery are fo little, and ſo very nar- 
row, that thoſe who are put into them 
haye hardly room to move. This is, 
undoubtedly, a terrible inconvenience: 
but there is no ſuch to be found in Hell; 
let us, on this point, only refer to the 
authority of one of our moſt famous 
theologilts, a writer ſo well verſed in 
theſe matters, that it would be great in- 
juſtice in Lucifer, was he not to honour 
him with the title of Geographer of 


Hell *. From the moſt accurate men- 
* Drexelius, 


EL ig. 
ſuration and farvey that he has made 
of that place, its extent muſt be at leaſt 
five miles ſquare. | 

Ir is not improbable, that at firſt view 
this ſpace will appear to you not large 
enough to contain the vaſt number of 
its inhabitants; but a moment's reflexi- 
on will certainly ſet you right, and make 
you to confeſs that it is not only enough, 
but much more than ſufficient for to 
hold even millions of millions of ſouls, 
when you ſhall know that a hundred of 
them, and more, do not fill up a han- 
dred part of the ſpace which one ſingle 
body does here on earth. You may 
perhaps, beſides, have heard of, nor is 
it impoſſible, that you may have ſeen, at 
Rome, thoſe famous theatres and am- 
phitheatres, ſuch as that of M. Scaurus, 
which, according to Pliny's account, 

contained four ſcore thouſand ſpectators: 


— 
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that of Veſpaſian, which held above an 
hundred thouſand, with other leſſer 
ones, as thoſe of Pompey and Marcel- 
ls, and that. of Fidenæ, whoſe fall was 
ſo fatal to thoſe who came to ſee the 
games which were there repreſented. +, 
From a comparative view of the ſize of 
theſe edifices, and that which this learn- 
ed and profound theologician has given . 
us of Hell, we may be able to form 
ſome kind of judgment, how many 
millions of ſouls the latter may con- 
tain. | 

Fox my part, when reflect that Hell, 
ſince its creation, has never Joſt one of 
its ſubje&s, who have already gone thi- 


There periſhed twenty thouſand. people 
by this accident, who had come from Rome and 
other neighbouring places: it happened by the 
fall of the ſcaffolding, which net being ſuffici- 
ently ſtrong, broke down under the weighty 
multitude of the ſpeftators, 
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ther; that it is ſtill receiving freſh mul- 


titudes every day; and that it will ſtill 


continue to receive ſuch to the very pe- 
riod of the entire extinction of the hu- 
man race (than which nothing at pre- 
ſent ſeems more diſtant); it appears e- 
vident to me that its leaſt extent muſt 


be full what I have mentioned above. 


It is true, were all thoſe who are con- 
fined there to take up as much room as 
Tityus, to whom Virgil has given a 
pace of nine -acres of ground, over 
which he tells us that enormous giant's 
body reached, in that cafe Hell, even 
with the ſpace we have given it, would 
{till be a million of times too little, and 


its inhabitants unable to move, any 


more than the ſaints in Heaven would 
be, if that place was full of nothing but 
St. Chriſtophers. But as it is well known, 
that both theſe gigantic per ſonages are 
Foul + - 4 


2 
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equally fabulous, we cannot draw the 
leaſt : eoncluſion with reſpect to the point 
in hand, from any thing that we are 
told about them. 

LET us conclude from all this, that 
Hell is full as ſpacious as it ought to be; 
not only that its inhabitants (whoſe 
number is at every inſtant of the day 
and night increaſing) may be entirely at 
eaſe therein, but alſo that whatever le- 
gions of new ſubjects may arrive, there 
may be ſt ill ſufficient room for thoſe who 
ſnall come after. This too is evident 
from our not ſeeing any one amongſt 
the numbers who have taken this jour- 
ney turned back for want of lodgings, 
Nay, more, we never find any perſon, 
#bough juſt leaving this world, entertain 
the leaſt uneaſineſs on that head, ſo ful- 
Jy ſatisfied are they all of getting apart- 
ments; which muſt certainly be no ſmall 


oF HE L I. ng 
advantage to thoſe per ſons who are, and 
have been their whole lives, averſe to 
the leaſt trouble. 


KAEXEXERXELXEXENERE 
CHAP. XVII. 


Hell very well peopled: and for what 
reaſon, 


A NOTHER no leſs conſiderable 
{ A advantage, and which probably 
contributes no leſs to attract that great 
multitude of inhabitants which are to be 
found there, is its air. The ancient 
geographers, as well as hiſtorians, ima- 
gined, and even told us, for want of ex- 
perience, in their writings, that thoſe 
countries which are ſituated in the e- 
quator, or under the equinoctial line, 
were uninhabited, and even uninhabita- 
ble. The reaſon they gave for it was, 
| 12 | 
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that thoſe countries being always ex- 
poſed to the burning rays of the ſun, it 
was quite impoſſible for men to bear 
{och exceſlive heat: on which account 
they gave thoſe climates the name of 
the Torrid or Scorching Zone, and have 
repreſented them to us as countries un- 
cultivated and uninhabited, Nature not 
being able, according to them, to form 
any productions but what the great heat 
of the ſun would inſtanly conſume and 
devour. oY” | 
So cn was formerly the ignorance of 
- thoſe good people, and ſuch would-ours, 
even at preſent," be, had not navigation 
-and commerce taught us that this Tor- 
rid Zone is nor only a habitable coun- 
try, but alſo very well inhabited, and ex- 
tremely fertile, as it is very eaſy to be 
proved, by the accounts we gather from 
ſuch of our Europeans as are going thi- 
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ther every day, and many of whom are 


often found to ſeitle in thoſe countries, 
and fix there their © own: habitation 
and that of their families. It is alſo 


known, beyond all manner of doubt, by 
the accounts we are conſtantly receiving 


from thence, that theſe people enjoy 


there a very good ſtate of health; that 
they live as long as we do in theſe coun- 


tries; and that they are very little 


troubled with ſickneſs, which muſt cer- 
tainly proceed from the dryneſs and 


purity of the air; for good air will give 


good health. Now the air of Hell be- 
ing ſtill much hotter than that of the 
Torrid Zone, and, conſequently much 


dryer and purer, it neceſſarily follows, 


that the. inhabitants of the former muſt 


enjoy infinitely a better ſtate of health 
than thoſe of the latter. 


MokRE OVER, as we obſerve, that 


1 3 
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hereon earththetemperatureofthe airis 
not in every place alike, but varies ac- 
cording to the different climates, fo is it 
alſo with reſpe& to that of Hell. If 
there are certain places wherein it is 
prodigiouſly hot, and to which we may, 
uith great propriety, give the name of 
the Torrid Zone, there are others a- 
gain where you thay breathe a much 
more temperate air; # circumſtance 
Which muſt be very convenient to its in- 
habicants: for, by this means, if they 
are too cold, they have no more to do 
but to go into the quarter of the Tor- 
rid Zone, where they will find heat 
more than ſufficient. Are they too hot, 
let them, to cool themſelves, take a turn 
to thoſe other parts, where, as I have 
ſaid above, they ſometimes feel a cold as 
ſharp and piercing as any to be met 
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Vith in the moſt diſtaut countries of our 
Frigid Sone. 

IN ſhort, the moſt convincing proof 
of the goodneſs and purity of the air 
which is breathed in Hell, is the ſur- 
ptizing effect which it produces on the 
inhabitants. It is a conſtant obſervati- 
on on earth, that the countries in which 
the air is drieſt, the pureſt, and the 
moſt reſpirable, are alſo thoſe whoſe in- 
habi:ants are the moſt healthful, the moſt. 
robuſt, and live the longeſt, Yet, how-- 
ever free from ſickneſs we may conti- 
nue, however perfect the health we may 
enjoy, how long ſoever the life beſtow-- 
ed on us may laſt, though even it ſome» 
times ſtretches to an hundred years, 
nay, ſometimes, beyond it, yet there is 
no climate ſo healthful, no air ſo pure, 
as to beſtow immortality on thoſe who 
live in it. An advantage, no doubt, 
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truly wonderful, and which is peculiar 
to that which is breathed in Hell This 
air is ſo pure, that all the drugs, all the 
medicines, on earth, though they could. 
be compounded even of the quinteſſence 
of that ſo ineſlimable philoſopherꝰs ſtone, 
which has been ſought for ſo many ages, 
is ſtill, and will, for many ages more, be 
ſouvght for, could produce effects, that 
can, in any. degree, come near to it. 
Thoſe who breathe this air, are no 
longer ſubject to any infirmities, to any 
diſeaſes, nor even to death itſelf. 
And from whence does this proceed? 
Why, from that purity and clearneſs in 
it, that dries up and conſumes all the 
peccant and vicious humours, which here: 
on earth cauſe all thoſe changes. 
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C HAP XVIII. 


Of the pleaſures and recreations to be 


met with in Hell. 


HEK E are a greater variety of 


pleaſures and diverſions here, than. 
there 1 is to be met with in any other 


place, Are you-fond of eating and of 
good cheer? You have but to pay a vi- 


ſit to Tantalus &, who will take it ex- 


* A king of Phrygia and Paphlagonia. 


The poets tell us, that one day having invited: 
Jupiter, and the reſt of the gods to his table, 


in order to put their divinity and omniſcience 
to a trial, he cauſed his ſon Pelops to be killed, 


and ſerved up amongſt the other dainties. The 5 
gods however were not deceived ;. but know- 


ing this execrable murder, Jupiter collected to. 
' gether the limbs of Pelops, and brought him. 


to life, As to Tantalus, as a punithment for 
* abominable crime, he was condemned to· 


Wo 
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tremely well of you, and receive a very 
ſenſible pleaſure from your favouring 
him with your company: you will even 
do him a very great piece of ſer vice, by 
relieving him from ſome part of the em- 
baraſſment which he continually finds 
himſelf incumbered with. 

ARE you thirſty? The Styx, the 
Cocytus, and the Phlegethon * offer 
their waves to you; of which you may 
drink your fill. Do you love to do no- 
thing, a very favourite paſſion with ma- 
py people in the world? Go but to 
Hell, to be tormented with a perpetual hunger 
and thirſt, yet always in ſight, and even with - 
in reach of the greateſt dainties, which how. 


ever fled from him the inſtant he * to 
touch them. 

* The three rivers of Hell. The two firſt 
are full of muddy, ſtinking, and peſtilential wa- 
ters; the laſt, inſtead of water, flows with tor- 


rents of fire, into which the ſouls of criminals 
are ſaid to be plunged, | 
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- Theſeus +, who has been condemned to 


continue eternally unemployed, and he 
will readily reſign his ſeat to you. 
Ix ſhort, if you are fond of idleneſs, 


you cannot come to any place more ſuit- 


ed to your taſte than to this kingdom, 
where you will abſolutely. find there is 


nothing to do, There is nobodyknows- 


what it is to till the ground, to dig 
ditches; or raiſe dams. As there are, 
in this country, no woods or foreſts, and 
as, beſides, there is no cold, there is, 
conſequently, no occaſion for felling, 
lopping, or cutting down trees, to fur- 


+ He was ſon of Egens king of Athens; The- 


fabulous hiſtory of him is, that he and his 


friend Pirithous deſcending into Hell with a de- 


ſign to have carried away Proſcrpine, their 


plwGot was diſcovered ; on which Pirithous was 


given to Cerberus, who tore him to pieces, 
and Theſeus was condemned to * ſtill to all 
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niſh firing. As the inhabitants are ſup- 

ported and maintained there wholly at 
free coſt, there is, conſequently, no 
need of ſowing, plowing, harrowing, 
reaping, or gathering in any ſort of 
grain, As they have no want, either 
of gold or ſilver, of cloaths or furni- 
ture, of inſtruments or tools for labour, 
they touſequently have no buſineſs with 
exploring of mines, (altho? there are ma- 
ny, and thoſe extremely rich, in this 
country,) nor with the carrying on a- 
ny kind of manufactures. As learning 
is no longer neceſſary to them, there are 
no ſchools or univerſities there, and 
conſequently, the holidays laſt with them 
the whole year round, which muſt be 
infinitely agreeable to young people, 
who, for the moſt part, are naturally 
lazy. In ſhort, as there is no need of 
any one thing in this habitation, the in- 


WA 
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- habirants, conſequently, have nothing to 


do, which is what many people here on 


earth look upon as the greateſt N 
neſs they can enjoy. 


PERHAPVS, in oppoſition to the truth 
of this aſſertion, than which, however 


nothing can be truer, you will bring 
the authority of Lucian *, who has writ- 


* One of the moſt famous wits, not only of 
the age he lived in, but alſo of all aatiquity, 
He was born at Samoſatis, and lived ninety 
years, to the reign of Marcus Aurelius, by 
whom he was ſent as governor into Egypt. 
He arrived to this exalted ſtation entirely thro? 
his merit, and that wit which we ſee ſhine 
thro? all his writings, in which there is to be 
found the moſt judicious mixture of the uſeful 
and the entertaining, of inſtruction and of ſa- 
tire, of erudition and of eloquence. There 
runs thro* them an. almoſt continual vein of 
raillery on the Pagan theology, and a very 
keen ſatire on the conduct of the philoſophers; 
interſperſed with many great examples of vir- 
tue, and a moſt hearty contempt for vice, on 
which he throws a. degree of ridicule which 
renders it really hateful, 


8 


_— ERA 
- oo LY 
— We 


1 
= PA * = Sol l 
Ce LEY E =, * 


— 


— — 
8 


EY 


41 
uy 1 
. 
2 
9 
* 
. 
of 
= 
4 
8 
* dy ö 
i 4 3% 


= 2 CY 
— — — — 


170 THE PRAISE 


ten to the contrary, I know it as well 
as you do; nay, ſo far from endeavour- 


ing to weaken the force of your argu- 


ment, I ſhall, myſelf, in order to give it 


its full ſtrength, quote in this place the 
very words, which he, on that occaſion, 


puts into the mouth of Menippus, who 


is ſuppoſed to be converſing, after his 


pretended return from Hell, with Phi- 


lonides. 

« You would laugh very heartily, 
« ſays he to his friend, was you but to 
% ſee our high-headed gentry, who 
did ſo many glorious actions here on 


* earth, put to their trumps how to get 
« their bread; and conſtrained, for the 


* ſake of earning a bare ſubſiſtence, to 


* take up, perhaps, the trade of a fiſh- 


| 86 monger, or, as ſome of them do, ſet 
«« up for ſchoolmaſter, and teaching the 
grammar and ſpelling-book to a parcel 
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of young boobies, who do nothing 
„% bur make mouths at them, or kick 


be * and buffet them about like foot - balls. 


For my part, I thought I ſhould have 
 * ſplit my ſides, at obſerving Philip, that 
famous king of Macedon» cobling up 
** a parcel of old ſhoes in a corner; and 
others, no leſs glorious, or leſs cele- 
e brated, ſuch as Darius, Xerxes, and 
rx Polycrates, ſtanding at the corners 
« of the ſtreets, and begging half- 
% pence.” “ 

Bur who is there that; i in the read- 
ing this, does not plainly perceive, that 
this ingenious writer, in the paſſage we 
have quoted, has given his ſarcaſtie and 
ſprightly humour its full career; and 
that what he ſays here, is no more to 
be conſidered as a reality than thoſe o- 
ther adventures, which he relates to 
have happened to him in Theſlaly» 
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when he was metamorphoſed into an 
aſs. 4 os | 
Lux let it not be here imagined, that 
J pretend abſolutely to ſay, there is no- 
thing at all done in Hell. So far from 
it, that I know very well there are peo- 
ple there who are continually labouring, 
becauſe it would be the greateſt puniſh- 
ment to them to be idle. I know, for 
inſtance, that Siſyphus, for the ſake of 
paſſing away the time, diverts himſelf 
with rolling a large maſs of a rock up 
to the. ſummit of a very high mountain, 
in order to have the pleaſure afterwards 
of ſeeing it roll again from top to bot-- 
tom, a thouſand times quicker than it 
went up. I know alſo, that the Dana- 
ides *, for the pleaſure of a little prat- 


They were fifty in number, all daughters 


of Danaus, king of Argos. They were all 
married in the ſame day to the fifty ſons of 
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the and laughter amongſt themſelves, di- 
vert themſebves with drawing water out 
of a deep well, and then pouring it in- 
to a very large tub with the bottom out, 
which they know very well they never 
will be able to fill. But what does this 
ſignify? it is an amuſement to them; 
and, as they cannot bear the thoughts of 
idleneſs, which is the mother of all evil, 
eſpecially amongſt the fair. ſex, they: 
chuſe rather to employ themſelves in a. 

uſeleſs labour than. do nothing. at all. 
At leaſt it gives them this pleaſure, that 
it makes them laugh like fools, and. 


Egyptus, the brother of Danaus. Theſe eruel 
women, by the command of their father, who 
was afraid he ſhould- be dethroned by ſome one 
of his ſans- in- law, all ot them, excepting Hy- 

pemneſtra, maſſacred their huſbands on their 
wedding night. For the expiation of which 

crime, the poets have condemned them in Hell! 
to the puniſhment here related. 
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chatter like ſo many magpies. Now, 
ſo far are theſe kinds of diverſions from 
being prohibited in Hell, that, on the 
contrary, they are freely permitted to 
all who chuſe to take them, Every one 
to his liking. 

I is alſo from the ſame love of di- 
verſions, that each perſon purſues in 
that place thoſe inclinations, whereby 
he had been ſwayed, or had ſignalized 
himſelf, here on earth. For inſtance: 
Some wreſtle on the ſands, and ſorne in play, 
And games heroic, paſs the hours away. 


Theſe raiſe the ſong divine, and theſe advance 
In meaſur'd ſteps to form the ſolemn dance: 


There Orpheus, graceful in his long attire, 

In ſeven diviſions ſtrikes the ſounding lyre ; 

Acroſs the chords the quivering quill he 
flings, | 7 

or with his flying fingers ſweeps the ſtrings. 

Here Teucer's ancient race the prince ſur- 
veys; 8 

The race of heroes born in happier days: 
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Ilus, Aſſaracus, in arms rever'd, 

And Troy's great founder Dardanus appear'd. 
Before him ſtalk'd the tall majeſtic train, 

And pitch'd their idle launces in the plain, 
Their arms and airy chariots he beheld; 
The ſteeds, unharneſs'd, graz'd the flowing 
field: ST 
Thoſe pleaſing cares the heroes felt, alive, 
For chariots, arms and ſeeds, in death ſur- 


\ / \ © 
Some on the verdant plains were ſtretch'd a- 
5 


(Sweet to the ear their tuneful Pæans rung) 

others beneath a laurel grove were laid, 

And, joyful, feaſted in the fragrant ſhade. 
Virg. Eneid, Lib. 6. 


Ix ſhort, as muſic is the delight of 
more than three parts out of four of 
mankind upon earth, Hell is alſo fur- 
niſhed with a vaſt number of excellent 
muficians, who alternately entertain the 
inhabitants with all forts of operas aud 
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concerts, both vocal and inſtrumental, : 
performed by the beſt of the Italian eu- 
nuchs, and the moſt famous voices of 
Rome, Naples, Venice, Paris, Vienna, 
and every other part of the univerſe. 
There are the different pieces executed 
in all Ianguages and in all ſorts of taſtes; 
for the univerfal fatisfaction of the au- 
dience. Thoſe who are of the antique 
taſte, there hear with admiration the 
gentle flute of Marſyas &; are enchan- 
ted with the thorough · baſs of Stentorz 


A Phrygian, who firſt introduced the cuſ- 
tom of ſetting to muſic the hymns of the gods, 
as he was excellent on the flute. Cybele at- 
tached him to her ſervice ;- he followed her 
for a long time through her travels: at length 
came home with her to Nyfa, where Bac- 
chus reigned, He preſumed to diſpute the 
prize of muſic with Apollo, who, on win- 
ning it, as a puniſhment for his raſhneſs, 
. cauſed: him to be tied to a tree, and flayed a- 
live. | 


and delighted with the notes of Mi- 
ſurus's I trumpet. In ſhort, as the dif- 
ference of taſtes in muſic is infinitely 
varied, there are in this place an almoſt 
mnumerable band of muſicians of all na- 
tions, and of all countries of the world, 
to pleaſe them all, For, although one 
might think that the moſt part of theſe 
people would have found it more ſuita- 
ble to their affairs to have taken the 
road to Heaven, where we are told there 
will be perpetual muſic; yet, either 
through caprice or libertiniſm, they 
have always choſen to ſeek the way to 
+ The ſon of olus, god of the winds, Af. 
ter the death of Hector, whoſe ſervice he had 
been in, he entered into the retinue of Aneas, 
when he (et out for Italy. He excelled in play- 
ing on the trumpet ;- which made him ſo ex- 
tremely proud, that he even defied the Tritons 
at that.exerciſe ; but he was puniſhed for this 


raſhneſs by a Triton; who, in revenge, pulled 
him into the ſea, and drowned him, * 
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the infernal abodes, where Lord Lu- 
eifer has conſtantly found them employ- 
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ed amongſt his muſicians. 


ANoTHER pleaſure, which is no leſs 
-delicious, more eſpecially in hot coun- 
tries, is that of baths and ſtoves. Any 
perſon who knows ever ſo little, muſt 
have been informed, that the Romans, 
in the times of their greateſt luxury, 
and when they entered the moſt into a 
refinement on pleaſures, were very nice 
in regard to this, Beſides the public 
baths, whick were very numerous in 
their capital, there was ſcarcely any per- 
ſon of tolerable diſtinction, but had one 
in his houſe, or at his country-ſeat. 
IT is well known to what an height 
of magnificence their emperors carried 
their delicacy in this particular; nay, we 
even ſtill ſee, by the ruins that remain 
of them, how beautiful were the edifices 


which they erected for this uſe, and to 
which they gave the name of Thermæ. 
This ſenſual delicacy, which they had 
brought with them from the eaſtern 
countries, which their conqueſts had o- 
ver- run, is even to this time, very great- 
ly in cuſtom in thoſe countries, where 


the Turks, Perſians, and in general all 


the Indians, have made it one of the 
duties of their religion, which they 
take great care not to fail in, more 
perhaps through ſenſuality than devo- 
on. ET 

To ſay, then, that in a country ſo 
hot as Hell, there are no ſtoves or baths, 
. would not only be to advance a thing 
contrary to probability, but even di- 
ametrically oppolite to the belief of the 
church of Rome, which has moſt firmly 
eſtabliſhed theſe ſtoves under the name 
of Purgatory (a word which ſignifies 
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the ſame thing) in Which: the ſoùls of 


| perſons of diſtinction are waſhed, rub- 


bed down, ſtoved, purified, and purged, 
till they no longer retain any of thoſe 
ſpots which they brought with them out 
of this world. For as a learned and e- 
Jegant poet, who wrote two thouſand 
ryears ago; has ſaid, N 


Ev'n when the body is to death reſign'd, 
Some old inherent ſpots are left behind; 


A ſullying tincture of corporeal ſtains, 
Deep in the ſubſtance of the ſoul remains. 


Thus are her ſplendours dimm'd, and cruſted 
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With thoſe dark vices that ſhe knew before, 


For this the ſouls a various penance pay 

To purge the taint of former crimes away: 

Some in the ſweeping breezes are refin'd, 

And hung on high to whiten in the wind; 

Some cleanſe their ſtains beneath the guſhing 
ſtreams, 

And ſome riſe glorious from the ſearching 
flames. 


8 23 hs. ST | 
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Though all muſt lber; ; and, thoſe fur rings 


paſt, : 
The clouded 3 are e purify's at laſt, 


But when the circling ſeaſons, as they roll, 


Have cleans'd ihe co long gagher 4 round 
the ſoul; 


When the celeſtial fre, divinely bri ight, | * 


Then we, the choſen. few, Elyſium gain, 
And here expatiate on the bliſsful: plain. 


Virg. aid, Lib. 6. 


Now if the ſouls of 20a people need 
all this purification, to be free from 
thoſe few ſtains which they have con- 
trated, how much greater need is there . 
to erect baths and ſtoves for thoſe of 
the wicked, who have far deeper ſpots 
to waſh away? Conſequently there 
are all kinds of them-in this country, 
according to the different ſtains they 
have received here aboye. 


Bur, methinks, we have now gone: 
Vol. I. K 


— 
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10 a follcient extent as to the origin, ſi- 
tuation, limits, qualities, advantages, pre- 
rogatives, and Pleaſures of Hell; let us 
therefore paſs to its inhabitants, and en- 
ter into ſome kind of detail with regard 
to them; which ſhall be neither leſs cu- 
rioũus nor leſs inſtructive. This fhall 
be the ſubje& and matter of the ſecond 
nn of chis Work. 
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